entral-Blatt and Social Justice 


Official Journal of the Catholic Central Verein of America and the Central Bureau S115 


Office: 


bl. XVII 


January, 1925 


3835 Westminster Pl., St. Louis, Mo. 


No. 10 


Published monthly; Subscription, payable in advance, $2.00 the year; single copies 20 cents. 
Entered as second-class matter April 9, 1909, at the Post Office at Saint Louis, Missouri, under act of March Sh; UREA): 
eeptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 1103, Act of Congress of October 3, 1917, authorized July 15, 1918. 


Social Reconstruction 


iil. 
Solidarity of the Human Race (2) 


If we keep in mind that this first attempt at a 
ilidaric world was made at a time, when its nec- 
sity was not as strongly felt as in our own 
yys of an ever growing number of people in the 
prid and increasing international interdependence, 
: must declare it a wonderful success. It continued 
| benefit mankind, as long as the spirit prevailed. 
nt at last, the greed and selfishness of the rulers 
oke the bonds binding Christian society in peace 
d solidarity. Ever since—and the more so, be- 
se of the development of international com- 
erce and the newly discovered means of com- 
minication, which defy all barriers and distances, 
d the consequent growth of the dependence of 
ee nation on the other—has the cry for solidaric 
-operation of nations become more insistent. But 
tional selfishness was deaf to this cry; and thus 
| last the catastrophe became inevitable. Our own 
pes beheld with horror the terrifying spectacle 
the World War, which a solidaric spirit could 
adoubtedly have averted. A sad lesson, indeed, 
t also a most convincing lesson, especially if we 
rnsider that events even worse than those we have 
itnessed will come to pass, if we do not reject at 
ce the false liberal spirit. For no agreement will 
‘sufficiently strong to bind nations whenever it 
felt to be disadvantageous, unless a_solidaric 
irit shall henceforth dictate international relations 
ed compacts. ae 
d in the grasp of destructive militarism and 
ercial competition, modern nations sigh for 
ternational courts and tribunals, or disarmament. 
md yet they hesitate. When at last they institute 
he one, or agree on the other, and when it comes 
‘ulfilling the obligations incurred or executing 
sreements reached, each nation watches the 
makes its own secret reservations, while at 
time on the alert for similar shortcomings 
On the one hand they seek their own 
ze, while on the other they are convince, 
r, that other nations are just as instinctively 
to obtain advantages either with the aid 
posed or inaugurated measure itself, or 


weaker nations live in continual 

‘nations will brush aside 
nents, should stich ac- 
nient or 


lete execution of its provisions. — 


hold out 


promising them advantages or pre-eminence. Thus 
the lack of the solidaric spirit frustrates even the 
best measures. If the nations would but listen to 
solidarism, which incessantly preaches this spirit 
of international solidarity! ‘They would soon be 
freed of their selfishness, and come to trust one 
another. ‘They would create truly neutral tribunals, 
and could accept their decisions with full confidence. 
They would enter into agreements for the reduc- 
tion of excessive armaments or of the means of de- 
fense without misgiving. 

What arguments has solidarism at its disposal in 
this crusade? It proclaims aloud the unity of the 
human race. As man and woman were joined to- 
gether by the Almighty in the family, so local and 
occupational classes, national units and the world- 
wide race are its further developments. Ties of 
biood hold us together, which no national division 
can undo. In addition solidarism makes us see in 
every human being our natural companion and 
brother, having the same exalted relation~to God, 
our Creator and Father, and the same relation to 
Christ, Who made Himself our brother. ‘The con- 
sciousness of such solidarity suggests just and 
charitable consideration for all, and will assert 
itself in all things, in all dealings and in all con- 
tracts, be they made among men or nations. The 
same God, Who is the Father of us all, bids us do 


unto others what we want them to do unto us; and ~ 


not to do unto others, what we do not want them 
to do unto us. Furthermore, Our Heavenly Father 
has given the entire earth primarily to the totality 
of His children for their sustenance and prosperity ; 
and He does not want any individual or nation de- 
prived of their proper share. Let them be divided 
into national and smaller groups; but these groups 
must co-operate one with the other; for they are 
all equal before Him, Who has lovingly destined 
them all for the same eternal glory. This sublime 
ideal demands for men and nations a proportionate 
share in the goods of the earth, and cannot readily 
be attained, except in a world blessed with peace. 
War and individual and national jealousy fill the 
heart with sinister dark passion, incite to deceit, 
fraud and murder. But if it is our natural duty to 
make every effort to preserve peace, and to our- 


selves share the earthly goods with our brethren, it~ 
follows that we must stimulate in ourselves the spirit 


of solidarity. far. 
Material well-being 1 
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ever progressing culture, from man to man and from 
nation to nation. As the race advances in civiliza- 
tion, the duty to communicate these blessings be- 
comes more and more extensive, so that at the 
present state of human development we cannot sat- 
isfy this duty without international soiidarity. By 
seeking to share with all men the advancement in 
‘civilization, we develop in us and others culture or 
moral refinement, we develop more and more in all 
men the likeness of God, encompassed in human 
nature as the rose is in the bud, and we share in 
the true sense in God’s rule over the material world. 
In one word, solidarity is a sublime good, because 
it makes lighter and promotes all of the higher du- 
ties and tasks of man and mankind. 


Solidarism admonishes us that love of country 
is just and an obligation. But it also adds that 
man is not only a citizen of one particular nation. 
Just as every human being is primarily rooted in the 
home, and, as civilization advances, in an ever 1n- 
creasing degree in the local and occupational groups, 
and after that in the civic unit, thus is every man 
ultimately united by the same bonds of nature with 
the entire human race. Solidarism, therefore, 
reaches the conclusion that it is our duty to put 
aside national prejudice and egotism. The liberal 
motto: “Right or wrong, my country!” manifests 
only national pride and arrogance, and usually cor- 
ceals much avarice and selfish desire. 


Many will consider solidarism’s attempt at a real 
brotherhood of nations beyond all human strength. 
In reply, solidarism, as we have demonstrated, 
points to history. In addition, it bids us consider 
that the things which God demands of man cannot 
be impossible. Since, however, true brotherhood 
is impossible without a change of heart, solidarism 
unequivocally demands such change, and justly so. 
Have we not realized that God is the author of all 
the international duties which will, without fail, 
lead to a harmonious world, because compliance 
with them will sweep aside selfishness and with it, 
and because of its removal, the many causes of 
strife? 


Solidarism not only advocates human solidarity. 
It seriously seeks to materialize this change of 
spirit. It has already made a,beginning, by creating 
a strong opposition against the liberal home, and 
now seeks to instil the solidaric spirit into all social 
and economic relations, and through them into the 
relations between the classes. It hopes that, when 
thus the new spirit has taken root in the human 
heart and in the lesser units of society, it will, in 
the end, once more unite all nations and races in 
true brotherly love. Solidarism seeks to reform 
through the spirit. It knows that in the last in- 
stance it was the spirit of selfishness, the desire for 
unlimited rights and privileges, which made of the 
modern world a battlefield. Wisely it draws the 
conclusion that nothing less than a spirit of loving 
duty and brotherly interest can draw the nations 
together, stimulating in them the desire to share 


and to communicate with all the nations their own 


blessings of civilization and prosperity. 
é wictihys |= W. J. EncEten, S. J. 


cumstances of time and place. We need in ou 


Lord Shaftesbury 


The noble figure of Lord Shaftesbury stands ou} 
with singular attractiveness against a background 
of sordid commercialism and narrow selfishness} 
His name is identified with the great economic re: 
forms of his century. He was inspired with a proj 
found and active pity for his suffering and op4 
pressed fellow-men and endowed with a keen sense 
of social injustice. What left his contemporaries 
indifferent aroused in his soul a mighty indignatior 
that would not subside until the abuse which 
kindled it into white flame had been removed. Hé 
battled, and frequently alone and in the face of < 
powerful opposition, against the evils of his day} 
England’s poor and submerged owe to him an enor| 
mous debt. Rare success in many instances crowned 
his unselfish efforts and rewarded his unremitting 
labors and his disinterested devotion. Humanity 
points to him with pride as one of her noblest sons 


His life was cast in days when industrial evils 
had assumed their acutest form and when the deg 
radation of the poor had reached the very lowes 
level: He was born in 1801 and died in 1885; he 
therefore witnessed sights of economic misery ane 
heartless exploitation that have never been sur 
passed and only rarely, if ever, paralleled. In fact 
the economic misery of his days was of such ar 
appalling nature and such overwhelming propor 
tions that men despaired of finding a remedy for i 
and became reconciled to its existence. More tha 
once the awful abuses of this period have been de 
scribed and there is no reason to reproduce the 
gloomy picture unrelieved by even the faintest ray 
of light. It will be the undying glory of Lord Shaftes 
bury to have been one of the first to raise his voice 
against the intolerable conditions that characterize 
the first part of the nineteenth century. To his 
initiative are due the various laws that relieved the 
pitiful condition of the insane, halted the shameless 
exploitation of women and children in mines ane 
factories, stopped the atrocities practiced on the 
London chimney sweeps, put an end to the hel 
less slavery of apprentices, reduced the long ho 
of labor and improved the debasing housing con 
tions of the poor. In view of this magnificent ree 
ord of lofty altruistic endeavor and_ splendic 
achievement it is not astonishing that he enjoye¢ 
an immense popularity with the masses of the pe 
ple. His life will prove to anyone, who has 
interests of humanity at heart, a source of inspira: 
tion, a powerful incentive and a wonderful co 
solation. (Lord Shaftesbury. By J. L. Hammo 
and Barbara Hammond, New York, 1924.) 


The purpose of this paper is not to rehearse tt 
details of the crowded life of this noble champion 
the cause of humanity, but rather to point out 
driving forces behind his career and the exal 
motives that kept his activity on such a high ple 
and that made him face unflinchingly the obstac 
that confronted him at every turn. Such a st 
will have its perennial value independent of 


days the encouragement and inspiration th 
i) wer 


ee 
ee all 
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e derived from the life of Lord Shaftesbury, be- 
ause the battle against social injustice and eco- 
omic inequality has not yet come to an end. Much 
f this battle is still to be fought, though many are 
aclined to think that what has in recent times been 
jone for or accomplished by the laboring classes 
ight to be enough to keep them quiet and satisfied 
or an indefinite time. Social wrong is still with 
ss, and that on a large scale. To see its black 
jadow across the industrial order of our days it 

necessary that our eyes be sharpened by a larger 
aman sympathy, such as glowed in the breast of 
cord Shaftesbury. 

The teachings of the classic economists had a 
aralyzing effect on any humanitarian feelings of 
ne contemporaries of Lord Shaftesbury. They 
egarded the incredible social misery of their times 
3 the inevitable result of the workings of economic 
vws, with which it was impossible to interfere. 
the best they could do for the poor in their estima- 
on was to preach to them resignation and submis- 
son. ‘To these iron laws Shaftesbury opposed the 
iw of Christianity, the law of charity, justice and 
ercy. Whatever economists might say of the 
egradation that was visible on every side, Chris- 
wan conscience could not tolerate it. In the name 
t Christianity he challenged an academic theory 
aat stifled human sympathy and silenced the con- 
riences of men. He brought home to his time the 
aportant realization that the relations of men must 
bot be determined by natural laws but by ethical 
wws. In this manner he blazed new trails. Once 
was understood that the prevailing misery was 
ally remediable, the application of the actual 
‘medy became only a question of time. 

But we ask ourselves, how was it that Lord 
aftesbury saw what remained hidden to his con- 
‘mporaries? Whence was his prophetic vision? 
Yhat made his eyes seeing and his heart responsive, 
ere so many others were blind and devoid of sen- 
ment? The answer is not difficult. 

‘The inspiration of Lord Shaftesbury’s philan- 
fropy was religious. Out of his religious convic- 
ons grew the fierceness with which he resented 
pcial injustice and human degradation. From the 
pme source he derived the fortitude which sus- 
‘ined him in his battles. His biographers write 
ith regard to this point as follows:. “The re- 
us convictions that made him so obstinate where 
n and his reading of the Bible came into con- 
t were the secret of his splendid perseverance 
a social reformer. His humanitarian campaigns 
est Shaftesbury a great deal in peace and comfort, 

r no man can strike ahead of his age without 
1g a sharper wind than he likes in his face. A 
so sensitive could not have worked as Shaftes- 
ry worked for factory children, climbing boys, or 
fe victims of the brick fields or the mine, if he 
not been sustained by some special power of 
hope, due to religion or the love of freedom. 
) ed by a religion that gave him this 
sn Agha 249.) 
tice will not arouse deep resentment 
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sess a passion for justice reinforced — 
, ee 2 “ . 
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limitations. 


by religion. Too many men remain utterly indiffer- 
ent to the wrongs of their fellow-men. ‘Their sense 
of injustice is dull; it reacts only when they them- 
selves are concerned. Not so with the religious 
man. His hatred of injustice is both deep and ac- 
tive. Again the inequalities of life do not grate 
upon those who are not deeply imbued with the 
sense of human brotherhood. ‘The sense of human 
brotherhood, however, flows from religious ideas. 
One who feels in his heart of hearts that God is 
a God of justice and that He is the father of 
all has in this belief the strongest motive to set 
his face against all human injustice and exploita- 
tion. Great movements of social reform are usu- 
ally, if not always, inaugurated by men of strong 
religious convictions. 

Social reform, like every other movement to bet- 
ter things, always meets with opposition. The bene- 
ficiaries of the old order strenuously oppose every 
change. Mostly the rich, the mighty, the intellec- 
tualists, the cultured and the influential are on the 
side of reaction. There is little external induce- 
ment for a man of culture and refinement to devote 
himself to the cause of social reform. Inevitably 
he will estrange his friends and endanger his com- 
fort. Hardly any other motive than a religious one 
is strong enough to inspire a man with the cour- 
age and fortitude necessary for the career of the 
reformer. 

A philosopher has well said that morality can” 
only become enthusiastic through religion. ‘The 
same may be said of social reform. If this is not 
borne by religion it lacks dynamic qualities. It has 
no momentum. It is likely to degenerate into list- 
less routine. Behind all big social reform move- 
ments we will always find religious motives and all 
great apostles of reform have been deeply religious 
men. 

That is eminently true of Lord Shaftesbury. His 
religious convictions were sincere, though perhaps 
rather narrow. Religion was to him a great living 
reality. It was not only an important, but the most 
important thing. It gave color, orientation and 
shape to all his thoughts. This is the more remark- 
able as the atmosphere of his early home was no- 
wise favorable to religion; still his own faith was 
intense and molded his entire outlook on life. We 
need not seek any further. This faith was the 
source of his philanthropy and his splendid courage. 
_ The lesson for us is obvious. Our faith ought to 
be able to produce numerous men of the type of 
Lord Shaftesbury. However, there are not many 
of ours we could compare to him. ‘Too many are 
indifferent to the wrongs of their fellow-men; they 
are concerned with their own petty affairs. The 
life of Lord Shaftesbury is a rebuke to them. 

It is quite true that Lord Shaftesbury had his 
To admit that is only conceding that 


he was human. Jhere was a certain intolerance 


| about him and it was difficult for him to co-operate 


with others. ‘Towards the end of his life he lived 
in isolation and withdrew from the movements a 
ing at a greater democratization of society, 
religion,” says his’ biography, “taught him to 
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and pity men, but it did not teach him the secret 
of fellowship.” ‘To that highest form of social re- 
form which wishes to lift up the poor, stand them on 
their own feet and make them equals in everything, 
Shaftesbury did not attain. Let us not blame him 
too severely for this defect, for there are many in 
our own days who have not caught the real spirit 
of social reform and who still imagine that social 
reform is nothing but a kind of patronizing welfare 
work. ‘Though in many respects he rose above his 
age, in this he succumbed to its influence. 
Social reform has since gone far beyond the limits 
which Lord Shaftesbury assigned to it; but it will 
always hark back to him who espoused this noble 
cause when everything was antagonistic to it, and 
when to all appearances it was a lost cause. Later 
success was possible only because he broke down 
opposition and wore down resistance. He must be 
counted among the true heroes of philanthropy and 
charity. The world would be better and mankind 
richer if there were more men like Lord Shaftes- 
bury, who served no party but who gave his undi- 
vided devotion and his unswerving loyalty to the 
cause of humanity. C. BRUEHL, 


The Consumers’ Co-operative Move- 
: ment in the U. S. 


Notes and Comment, Elicited by the Fourth Con- 
gress of the Co-operative League. 


If. 


Little, if anything, has come of any hopes that . 


may have been placed in the A. F. of L. for the 
advancement of the co-operative movement among 
its members. The result is that countless workers 
will continue to forego for a long time the benefits 
co-operation holds out to them, while the co-oper- 
ative movement fails to receive numerous recruits 


who could, by proper guidance, be led into it. | 


Conservative industrial workers and others, once in 
the movement, could sustain the arms of idealists 
and offset the dangerous influence of the commun- 
ists. The collective bargaining they have so long 
been engaged in should stand them in good stead 


as a preparation for co-operative action. They . 


should form apt pupils for the consumers’ co-oper- 
ative movement, and might, by this stage, prepare 
themselves for producers’ co-operation—a consid- 
eration to which Fr. Culemans attaches great 
weight in the Central Bureau Free Leaflet No. XIV: 
on “The Future of Organized Labor.” 
But, it will be objected, organized labor has en- 
gaged in co-operative enterprises, notably in co- 
_ operative banking, and that with signal success. 
‘Let us see. Labor banks and co-operative banking 
- given an evening’s session at the congress. 


v while labor banks and co-operative banks 


which, however, fail of giving banking service as 
it is generally understood, by being prevented from 
receiving deposits and checking accounts from 
non-members. In other words, they are co-oper- 
ative savings and credit societies, but not full- 
fledged banks, and cannot function as such until 
the necessary changes in our laws will have been 
made. Bills have been prepared to be placed before 
the legislatures in a number of states for the pur- 
pose of rendering this development possible. 


Labor banks were not, indeed, belittled by the 
congress or the league; both, however, insist that 
they are only remotely co-operative. ‘Their im- 
portance will grow as their number and resources 
grow. According to reports submitted to the con- 
gress, new labor banks are being added to the 35 
already in operation, with deposits totaling more 
than $75,000,000. As a matter of historical record, 
however, it should be noted that leaders in the co 
operative movement are inclined to be somewhat 
skeptical concerning the value of these institutions 
for true co-operation. More than one of them 
deplores the elimination of Prof. Walter McCaleb. 
the economist who promoted the now famous labo 
bank in Cleveland and their New York institution 
from the Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
banking projects. "The opinion was expressed 
the writer, by a person well informed in th 
details of the movement, that Mr. McCaleb wa 
really devoted to the cause of these banks and of 
future truly co-operative banks as means towar 
promoting the emancipation of the workers and 
farmers from the domination of capital, and that 
he had fallen victim to “Warren Stone’s labor im 
perialism.” Mr. Stone is the president of th 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers (at presen’ 
identified with certain coal mines refusing to bat 
gain with labor union leaders), and has been, fron 
the very beginning, identified with the labor banl 
movement. If the opinion quoted is substantiatec 
—and that is quite probable—the labor banks i 
the U. S. will serve another purpose rather the 
that of co-operation, although they may contin 
to serve a social purpose to a greater extent the 
other banks organized for profit solely. The sp 
cial social service of the labor bank may well cc 
tinue. to be the allowing of loans that other ban 
refuse to grant and the refusing of loans for pt 
poses of profiteering that other banks eagerly gra 
along with the limiting of dividends to stockhold 
and the giving of dividends to savings depo 
Labor banks do so serve. ‘The cashier of t 
“Brotherhood Bank” in New York, Mr. C. Pet 


_ son, illustrated the operation of his bank b 


a recent loan, granted to a co-operative soci 
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abor rather than the cause of social reconstruc- 
‘ion be advanced. Just how far the cause of labor 
s§ to be urged and what regard is to be shown the 
“ights of society as a whole is something that must 
ye carefully studied. There is danger that this 
1ew-growing power may come to be used just as 
arbitrarily as the power it is contemplated to suc- 
seed. As far as the possibility of an idealizing in- 
quence emanating from the A. F. of L. is con- 
cerned, it might be well not to place too much hope 
n that section. ‘The long-continued indifference of 
that organization to the cause of the unorganized 
workers, who stand helpless outside the gates of 
the aristocracy of organized labor, is adequate 
zround for skepticism in this regard. Will labor 
yanks be conducted with greater unselfishness than 
the A. F. of L,. itself is conducted? 

Under the head of banking the Federal Farm 
oan Act was given considerable attention at the 
congress. In the course of the evening devoted to 
1 discussion of co-operative finance institutions, 
Mrs. G. M. Shelby, chairman of the league’s com- 
mittee on banking, treated of co-operative building 
and loan associations, credit unions and the Fed- 
sral Farm Loan Act. Regarding building and 
0an associations, the speaker recommended that 
‘egislation be obtained in as many states as pos- 
sible, following the lines of the Pennsylvania law, 
which permits such associations to grant second 
mortgages. At present they are largely restricted 
ro the issuing of first mortgages, leaving the matter 
of further mortgages to agencies that make un- 
necessarily heavy charges for this service. 
up the question of the federal farm loan banks, Mrs. 
Shelby very correctly emphasized their truly co- 
operative character, as expressed in the original 
act, and showed that this character had, by action 
of the Federal Farm Loan Board, been forfeited. 
Four thousand, six hundred farm loan societies 
have been founded in the U. S. under this act, and 
their members have purchased $45,000,000 worth 
of the stock with which the banks are financed. 
Thus far the elements of co-operation were pres- 
ent and the farm loan societies actually functioned 


0-operatively, the capital provided co-operatively - 


Xeing the money with which the banks assisted the 
farmers. The speaker not only charged that the 
farmers purchasing the stock and the societies ar- 
ranging for the loans no longer could exercise any 
control over the money involved, and that thus an 
agency which could have exerted an unprecedented 
nfluence toward the decentralization of the money 
ower of the country had been neutralized, but 
tated also she had, during long-continued investi- 
ations at Washington, ascertained that in an 
it-year period no less than $881,000,000 has 
sed through the federal land banks as loans 
hout an adequate set of records having been 
cept. What made this statement all the more re- 
markable is that it was made in the presence of 
Mr. Huston Thompson, chairman of the Federal 


in the evening and alluded jestingly to Mrs. 
1elby’s criticism of the Federal Farm Loan Board 
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co-operative endeavor. 


rade Commission, who addressed the meeting ~ 


without, however, attempting to correct any of her 
statements, although he had been invited and spoke 
in an official capacity on “The Government and Co- 
operative Banking.” The fact is that the Federal 
Farm Loan Board has not permitted the farm loan 
banks to function as they were intended to func- 
tion. ‘The Co-operative Congress voted to enlist the 
influence of co-operators and their friends through- 
out the country for the remedying of this situation. 
A resolution to this effect was adopted by the 
congress on the closing day, and it is to be hoped 
that a nation-wide movement will support the en- 
deavor to bring the farm loan banks back to the 
exercise of their functions as they were originally 
designed. 


All of these facts and considerations suggest the 
extent of the field into which Co-operation has ven- 
tured and some of the factors it must contend with. 
Much more could be said about the Congress and 
the questions discussed, and that again would war- 
rant comment. But, in lieu of pursuing that course, 
we choose to close with a few words about the bond 
of union that renders co-operation easy in some 
quarters and must be provided in others. The ideal 
bond is to be the motive of mutual aid. But as we 
have seen, in some instances this bond has been 
replaced by the motive of the class struggle, and in 
others by sheer economic advantage. Naturally, 
groups of the same race and similar characteristics 
and habits are quite apt to be more responsive to 
the appeal of Co-operation than oddly assorted men 
and women of dissimilar traits and inclinations. It 
is a fact that certain racial groups actually render 
this mutual aid within their own ranks in co-opera- 


tive societies, while others seem utterly unsuscepti- 


ble to suggestions to co-operate, even in the face of 
the evident economic advantages. The Finns in the 
cities of New York and Brooklyn, in the state of 
New Jersey and certain New England states, as 
well as in some of the Northern Central states, the 
Jews in some of the Eastern states, the Swedes and 
Norwegians in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, the 
Bohemians in Ohio (Cleveland, for example), find 
the bond of blood and race so strong that, with the 
argument of savings added, they are prepared for 
On the other hand, one co- 
operator, a Czech, from Cleveland, declared at the 
New York Congress that, after six years of en- 
deavor, he was convinced that the “American” was 
indifferent not only to Co-operation and its advan- 
tages, but even to a discussion of these advantages, 
taking, he thought, the position that “that was all 
right for the foreigners, but ‘meant nothing’ to the 
real American.” While this statement is rather ar- 
bitrary, as is proven by the success of societies com- 
posed of “Americans,” the fact remains that 
hitherto the most successful co-operative consumers’ 
societies in the United States have been those com- 
posed wholly of people of one race, or having at 
least a substantial nucleus of such men. — e 
The question may be asked whether a common 
religious bond would not, in the long run, prove at 


least equally effective in keeping men interested in 


co-operative action. Possibly this bond might so 
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serve, at least for a while; but experience proves 
that neither the racial nor the religious tie may be 
adequate for enduring success, taking the field of 
co-operative endeavor by and large. For such socie- 
ties are bound to be exclusive, and hence may lack 
support, while also failing to accomplish the pur- 
‘pose of affording Mutual Aid to all who wish it 
and are willing to labor for its attainment. Leaders 
in the co-operative movement assert that the most 
successful, valuable and enduring societies are those 
in which there are no lines of distinction as to race 
or creed. Apparently, the great natural and Chris- 
tian principle of Mutual Aid, supported by the pres- 
ence of economic necessity and the opportunities 
for substantial savings which can be achieved in the 
practice of this principle in Co-operation, has not 
only sufficed to hold groups large and small together 
in common endeavor, but has done so better thar 
any other consideration. While this means that 
exclusive co-operative societies do not represent the 
best form of co-operative endeavor and cannot, 
therefore, be recommended to the Catholics of our 
country, it does not mean that, where conditions 
make for a co-operative society consisting of Catho- 
lics only, they should not engage in co-operation. 
On the contrary, in this as in the other case, they 
should be zealous advocates of a movement which 
puts into practice the principles of Mutual Aid—so 
closely. related to charity—and which is directed at 
so many’evils of the capitalistic system, while it 
assists the economically weaker members of society 
to realize at least some of their hopes. A. F. B. 


The Recent Meeting of the American 
Sociological Society 


The Nineteenth Annual Meeting of the Ameri- 
can Sociological Society was held at Chicago, De- 
cember 29-31, 1924. The papers read and dis- 
cussed bore on the general topic, “The Trend of 
Our Civilization.” 

The meetings were well attended and a spirit 
of earnestness in trying to “get to the bottom” of 
some of our perplexing social problems was much 
in evidence. But with all due ailowance for the 
good will and sincerity of those who read papers 
and discussed them, the final outcome seems rather 
meager. Many of the old sociologic platitudes 
were rehashed and a sad lack of a thorough grasp 
of the main cause of our social evils and failures 
was easily discernible. 4 

Perhaps it was in order to remedy the defi- 
ciencies of the programs of former years, that a 
new section was started this year—that on the so- 
ciology of religion. A paper on the “Sociology of 
Religion” was read by Herbert N. Shenton, Co- 
lumbia University. In this and the other two 
papers read at this meeting, the old and exploded 
fallacies of “the social origin of religion” were 
taken as working principles for future discussions. 
When one of the sociologists in the audience arose 
and questioned the position taken by the section— 
‘of assuming as true what is after all only a theory 
; —the chairman stated that “we take religion as 
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something actually existing, no matter how it came 
into being, and prescind trom all supernatural in- 
quiries.” ‘This position may be quite reasonable for 
a large number of sociologists, but it is hard to see 
to what ultimate good the discussions and resolu- 
tions will lead, when the very foundations as- 
sumed as a working basis, may be questioned. 

In the discussions on the population question, or 
rather on the question of “over-population,” the 
old bugbear, born more than a century ago out of 
the so-called Malthusian theory, arose again to 
disturb the speakers. It goes without saying that 
“birth-control” was advocated, in smooth and high- 
sounding terms. 

This is only a preliminary report of: the meet- 
ing at which some really noteworthy papers were 
presented. ‘These will be published in full in Vol- 
ume XIX of the “Publications of the American 
Sociological Society,” and we shall then offer a 
more complete review of some of the notable dis- 
cussions. For the present, suffice it to say, that 
there is much reason for Catholic sociologists to 
study more fully the great social movements in the 
light of sound Catholic ethics. For many there are 
who are looking about for a safe anchor in 
the midst of these countless, and sometimes aim- 
less, discussions—and they find few willing helpers 
to lead them out of the darkness. 

Rev. Atpert Mun‘scu, S. J. 


Contemporary Comment | 

It is not a question of idealizing the Guilds, but j 
of realizing what were their ideals. It is a hard his-_ 
torical fact that the Guilds were an attempt to or-— 
ganize trade upon a Christian theory of fellowship 
and mutual help. It is an equally hard historical 
fact that modern industrial capitalism was and is 
exactly the opposite; I do not mean in practice but 
in purpose. It was and is founded on a non-Chris- _ 
tian theory of the advantages of selfishness and. 
materialism. It would be easy to quote the very 
passages of Adam Smith and the Utilitarians in 
which they preached this cynical optimism of the 
social value of selfish action. We have tried that 
cynical optimism for a hundred years. The result 
is that the optimism is gone and nothing but the 
cynicism remains. G. K. CHESTERTON. 

K Ok ok 

Necessarily the co-operative effort of the Mid- 
dle Ages was based on discipline, but it was as far 
as possible removed from coercion. Europe, which 
often seems to have been a riot of individual no- 
tions, was cast into a mould that was nothing less 
than a state of mind. The great motive power of 
Christendom was a full recognition of the freedom 
of the will and of individual responsibility, based 
upon belief in personal immortality. The sanctions 
of society were less than nothing on paper, but 
written upon the human heart they were immutable 
irrefragable. Here was a law which none could 
escape, but which, properly understood, would be. 
come a burden of delight. ei 
We are fully conscious of having said very little 
about the infirmities of the time. It was not para. 
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lise, and it did hear the voice of woe. Nobody 
seed overlook the fact that there were no bath- 
bs and no automobiles, no newspapers or Con- 
(ressmen. But the men of the Middle Ages proved 
lhe human success of their social life by creating 
me mighty and unforgettable monument to happi- 
wess—laughter. The hale mirth of Christian Fu- 
ope broke from the lips of the multitude. It looked 
erenely from the lofty pinnacles of the cathedral, 
t was discernible on every gate in Christendom. 
it was lusty in the throats of singers and actors, it 
was sharp in the derision of the street-seer. It 
was the blissful virtue that Brother Juniper caught 
irom his superior, and it was the legacy of Sir 
Thomas More. Nothing ever appeared so spon- 
faneously or unexpectedly. In comparison with the 
aughter of Christendom, Aristophanes and Mark 
Twain alike are savage. Here was no deadly acid, 
yut instead salt, which saved the popular spirit from 
»xcess of fervor and kept it wholesome even while 
t itself was the product of wholesomeness. The 
sivilization of the Middle Ages needs no further 
lefence. 
GEORGE SCHUSTER, in 
The Catholic Spirit in Modern English Literature. 
ae 


Some folks say children ought not be brought up 
on superstitions, the Santa Claus myth and the 
fairies and such like; that when they grow up, they 
will still believe the fairy stories of the bosses and 
the politicians and false leaders. Well, I want my 
children to know the realities of life, but while they 
are little tots I can’t see that it hurts them to live 
in the land of make-believe. I think the working- 
class needs imagination. In fact, they've been 
worked like machines so long, they are losing-their 
hunger for life. Up by the alarm clock, off to the 
shriek of the whistle, then speed, speed, speed, to 
bring forth fuel and food and clothes. The dream- 

rs of the world have brought forth music and 
poetry and art. Only they know the joy of living. 
Like the Egyptian slaves toiling out their lives to 

ild the pyramids of the Pharoahs, our American 

rorkers are so many machines rearing and shaping 


industrial pyramids of American capitalism. _ 


e us more dreamers. Only the dreamer rebels. 
et our children live in the land of the imagination, 
ere wonder and beauty abound. Then will they 
trive for such a world. © pipes 

eh: _ From Christmas Thoughts by 
“Mrs. Lotta Work”, in The Illinois Miner. 
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nature; vast in aspect, while the possibilities 


s not be deceived by the apparent hustle and 
ge. Because we constantly invent | — 
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Warder’s Review 


God has entrusted to man the task 
of husbanding and conserving the re- 
sources of the earth; as a servant of 
capitalism he robs and_ devastates 
them. KARL VON VOGELSANG. 


Holding the League in Leash 

The League of Nations is considered merely a 
tool in the hands of the new Triple Entente by the 
Trish Statesman, who, therefore, believes it will act 
in harmony with the dictates of that combination. 
The League will, of course, have crumbs thrown 
to it; “but the bones with meat on them,” declares 
the Dublin weekly, “the Big Three will retain for 
their own digestion.” 

No one may accuse the Jrish Statesman of undue 
pessimism or of traducing the nations constituting 
the new Triple Entente, since England has already 
withheld from the League a bone with much rich 
meat attached to it. The fate of the Sudan was de- 
cided in London, and not in Geneva! If some con- 
temporary Wildrid Scawen Blunt were telling 
the truth about this affair, we would probably real- 
ize that the British statesmen, responsible to the 
public for the whole thing, had been edged on by 
financiers who want to make safe their investments 


‘in that country, just as the London Rothschild saw 


to it that the government of his days took the steps 
which led to the battle of Tel el Kebir and the oc- 
cupation ot Egypt. 

British financiers have long ago realized the op- 
portunities for exploitation present in the Sudan, 
and so, of course, England must protect these in- 
terests. For, what are governments here for, un- 
less they afford the money-lenders protection! 


A Chapter in the History of Financial Imperialism — 


What England wants in the Sudan, an article, 


copied from the 1923-1924 annual edition of the _ 
African World, of Cape-Town, and reprinted in _ 
the New York Nation of December 17 last, makes — 


clear. It praises the Sudan Plantation Syndicate, 


Ltd., and the “empire builders” back of it. Their 
undertaking is said to be imperial and not local 


_ gress, held in Washington late in August. 
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the cotton speculators of New York and the Missis- 
sippi, whose refined cotton operations cause Lan- 
cashire industry a loss of £1,000,000 a week.” 

That is admitted to be the “meaning, the real 
meaning, of the work now being undertaken and 
rapidly pushed by the Sudan Government in happy 
conjunction with the Plantation Syndicate.” Of 
which a Mr. Eckstein is chairman! 

We have met that name before, in Professor 
Hobson’s chief work, The Evolution of Modern 
Capitalism. In one of its chapters he attributes the 
“main work of building the structure of South 
African finance” to the presence of a group of 
“pure financiers,” many of whom, in early origin 
diamond dealers at Kimberley, found an illimitable 
opportunity in the construction and handling of 
mining properties in the diamond and gold fields, 
and later in Rhodesia.”* Among the leading 
examples of this class he names the Ecksteins, 
originally, as were many of the others, from the 
European continent, “though assimilating with 
ease and fervor to the environments of British 
sentiment, which is helpful to their financial de- 
signs.” ** 

Of such is the power that directs the policies and 
actions of statesmen, while the common perceive 
what is going on on the stage, without really know- 
ing what it is ail about. 


Correcting the President’s Conception of Secret 
Societies 


Writing on “Our President and the Lodges” in 
the Christian Connoisseur, Mr. Wm. Leon Brown 
takes exception to a certain statement contained in 
the address delivered by Mr. Coolidge before the 
delegates attending the National Fraternal Con- 
The 
President said, without referring to any particular 
fraternal order or secret society: 

“The rituals of nearly all fraternal organizations are 
based upon religion. No true fraternity can rest on any 
other conception. It is for these reasons that they are 
supporters of the true aims of society, strong reliances of 
ordered government, according to public law, able advo- 
cates of the cause of righteousness and religion, and ef- 
fective promoters of peace and good will among the na- 
tions of the earth.” 

Mr. Brown thinks it is evident that President 
Coolidge knows little or nothing of the kind of reli- 
gion taught by the secret societies. “If he should in- 
form himself,” says the contributor to the Christian 
Connoisseur, a Protestant monthly opposed to 


Masonic and kindred societies, “he would learn that 
_ no secret society has Christianity for its founda- 


tion.” Mr. Brown even considers it quite likely that 
our good President has never studied deeply into 
reat menace that Secret Orders are to the 
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, or he would not have declared: ‘They are | 
rters of the true aims of society.” Such is | 


many other statesmen, whose names might be men 
tioned.” : z 

This writer furthermore questions the President's 
statement that secret societies are “effective pro=| 
moters of peace and good will among the nations 
of the earth.” “With the facts known to us about 
secret orders,” Mr. Brown adds, “and with their 
history before us, we fail to understand how they 
could be promoters of true peace and good will 
among the nations.” ; 

Mr. Coolidge might say, in explanation, that not) 
all fraternal organizations are secret societies. How=) 
ever, his reference to rituals proves that he did not_ 
discriminate sufficiently between the one and the 
other. 


i, 


A Remarkable Co-Operative Undertaking 
Although one is accustomed to learn from time 
to time of great things accomplished by British 
co-operators, the account of the recent purchase 
of the Government’s Housing Estate at Woolwich 
by the Royal Arsenal Co-operative Society is. apt 
to create astonishment because of the immensity 
of the deal. | 
There are involved in this transaction 90 acres 
of land, 1,034 houses and 212 flats. While the 
agreed price is £357,000, the society will, according 
to The Producer, be able to find the money without 
difficulty. In fact, the Royal Arsenal Co-operative 
Society has surplus funds of about £870,000, so 
that after meeting the purchase price and the vari- 
ous legal expenses connected with the new venture 
the Society will still have sufficient money should 
the opportunity for further investments of the same 
nature arise in the future. The total cost of this 
estate to the British Government was £808,000; the 
co-operators have, therefore, made a good bargain 
In our country a like opportunity would have 
found any number of capitalists, but no co-opera- 
tors, willing and able to grasp it. It must ever re- 
dound to the honor of England’s workingmen that 
they have successfully carried co-operation to such 
length, demonstrating thereby their capacity to man- 
age their own affairs. ‘ 

Had co-operation been fostered and developed to 
the same extent by our farmers, they would today 
be able to take over from the Federal Government 
Muscle Shoals. As things are, this important en- 
terprise will undoubtedly fall into the hands of 2 
group. of clever financiers who will make money 
out of it. The farmer will thereafter pay ; 
usurious price for nitrate, he so much stands 
need of, based on the monopolistic control. 
that plant, gained by those who are now in a 
tion to improve the opportunity offered them. _ 


; One of the results of the dominance 
cial interests in the times in which » 
there is a stron cy toc 
which ought n 


The Woman’s Apostolate 


A Valiant Woman 


Last October there died in Engiand a woman who 
id done splendid work, through a long life, in the 
use of the Catholic lay apostolate. It was Miss 
nily Hickey, a convert to our faith, whose ready 
ia was ever at the service of Catholic truth. The 
itors of Catholic Book Notes and Catholic 
ruth, wishing to give expression of their apprecia- 
mn of the many services rendered by this valiant 
pman in the upbuilding of a “Catholic sense” in 
> social life of England, published a short notice 
her career and of her activities for the spread of 
= Faith of which she was so devoted an adherent. 


Miss Hickey was a teacher of Catholic. truth in 
uch of her writing. We desire to call attention 
ly to one of her pamphlets. It is entitled 
‘houghts for Creedless Women” and was pub- 
hed by the Catholic Truth Society of London in 
08. Would that we had many such fearless ex- 
ssitors of the great, perennial truths that make for 
2 welfare, stability and real progress of society! 
‘She writes as follows in her introductory para- 
aph: “These thoughts are offered to women who 
ofess to have no creed, or who, without so pro- 
ssing, virtually have none. They are offered also 
those who, perhaps brought up in some more or 
3s maimed form of belief, have rejected or let go 
lat in it displeased their feeling or their taste, and 
ve passed or drifted into a sort of vague eclecti- 
3m, supposing themselves to have thereby attained 
breadth of thought and freedom of life. What 
¢ writer of this paper asks is, that such will, in 
eir courtesy, read these few words. They come 
om one who does not write in ignorance of the 
sition of those who think Christianity incapable 
satisfying the needs of the cultivated and ad- 
nced, and who suppose the day of holding a defi- 


te creed is over, and that, if all religious belief. 


sre entirely shaken, or even overthrown, it would 
ake no difference in the conduct of life.” 


Religious indifference, which Archbishop Spal- 
ag, of Peoria, has called the great vice of our age, 
§ seized upon the women of England, as well as 
on men and women of other lands. Miss Hickey 
‘ints out the root of this baneful evil. She had 
ingled much in society and so she knew the 
oughts and the new tendencies that were stirring 
‘the minds of her sisters. She wrote: “There 
e two things for which I specially ask your con- 
leration. The first is the Inclusiveness of Chris- 
nity. By this I mean that everything of worth 
the various theories or systems by which it is 
ught to supplant Christianity is absolutely in- 
E therein. The second is the Inseparability of 
‘ligion and Morality.” 

other words, Miss Hickey recognized that 
ly women today have been beguiled by the 
ious arguments of “comparative religion” and 
he vociferations of the speaker in Hyde Park, 


L 


that “one religion is just as good as another.” In 
pointing out to her countrywomen the cause of the 
religious unrest and of their disturbed state of 
mind, she performed a good service. She con- 
vinced them that it is folly and waste of time to 
look outside of Christianity for those great moral 
helps and for those soul-satisfying doctrines we all 
need to live as children of God. 

Hence she says: “Christianity includes ail and 
more of the belief in the power of mind and will 
over matter than any so-called ‘Christian Science’ 
or ‘Higher Thought’ can do. However, people who 
will give time and thought and pains to get at the 
heart of things, which are, each and all of them, only 
one aspect or another of something inherent in 
Christianity, will deliberately or tacitly reject 
Christianity itself. Is this fair?’ Many a Catho- 
lic woman in our land has been tempted to lend a 
ready ear to the vagaries of New Thought, and 
sorely needs an Emily Hickey to bring her back to 
the sound Christian doctrine learnt in childhood. 

Other women, again, both in England and in 
America, have been captivated by the cry of “broth- 
erhood of man” and have been led to believe that 
non-Christian religions have done the better work 
in removing hideous class distinctions and paving 
the way for human riglits. Miss Hickey pointedly 
asks: “To whom, in the old days of wrong and op- 
pression, could the wronged and the oppressed flee 
to but the Church? -Who but she made merciful 
laws for the siave, and gradually prepared the way 
for slavery to cease? Who but she taught reverence 
for the poor, God’s poor, not the paupers of the 
State? Who but she ordained that no meanness of 
birth, no poverty of circumstance, should keep men 
from the highest glory of her service, nor any ad- 
vantage of wealth or position give the right to 
ascend her altars? And what but hers was the 
power and influence under which the craftsman had 
that joy in his work, which has been so strongly 
felt as every worker’s right, that socialists, in their 
desire to amend wrong conditions, have pointed to 
medieval times as the very Golden Age of the - 
worker ?” 

These are ever timely thoughts and ought to be 
presented often to our generation, ever in quest of 
“something new” and spurning the old and well- 
tried teachings of Christianity making for social 
happiness and the safeguarding of the rights of the 


_ individual worker. 


Finally, there are those who imagine that Christi- 
anity does not meet the “new needs” of modern 
days. For these, too, Miss Hickey has the answer. 
“It has been alleged that Christianity has failed to 
meet ‘modern’ needs. It is not unfair to reply that 
the modern has not infrequently failed to under- 
stand Christianity. When Christianity first came to 
bless and consecrate womanhood as well as man-— 


hood, the recipients of the gift were no mere sav- — 


ages, to leap by reason of it from darkness into the 
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light of broadest day. Such as these could not have 
received the Faith in all the loveliness of its pos- 
sible development.” In other words, the religion of 
Christ had been received by ladies who possessed all 
of Greek and Roman culture, and it made its con- 
quests among the élite of the two pagan empires. 
Christianity fully responded to the needs of women 
of these two advanced civlizations. Why should 
it fail to satisfy the woman of today? 

Miss Hickey answers the question. “For the 
most part, she writes, “the creedless Englishwoman 
of the present day has never been a daughter of 
the Faith. She has been brought up in some 
maimed form of it, or, perhaps, even altogether 
outside of it. And thus, for her, the difficulties 
of life have been indefinitely multiplied: a fact of 
which she is usually ignorant. She thinks that what 
she can ‘beat out’ for herself must be worth in- 
comparably more than the wisdom—to her prob- 
ably the folly—of the ages can offer.” That is, the 
multiplicity of “interests” of the modern woman 
often crowd out the very possibility of reflection of 
the value of those eternal vitalities which are con- 
tained in Christian faith. 
~ She also emphatically asserts that “religion is 
the only safeguard for chastity.” In these days of 
social hygiene, of eugenics and sex instruction, and 
of unending sex discussions in both sociology and 
literature, it is like a wholesome current of air in 
a tainted atmosphere, to hear this sound and 
straightforward statement. May our women of 
America meditate a little on this statement of a 
woman experienced in worldly wisdom! . 

We have space only for the final appeal of this 
valiant woman to her sisters of today: “You are 
appealed to as members of the commonwealth, as 
well as private individuals, units, factors in the 
mighty sum whose total is unknown. Do not add 
to the darkness of the world, to its sorrow, its hope- 
lessness. Be the bearers of light, the kindlers of 
faith immortal, the source of charity undying, of 
love that cannot fail.” 

We have in this one short treatise almost a “work- 
ing program” for any Catholic women’s associa- 
tion. It would be worth while for the officers of 
such an association to procure the brochure, and 
read a paragraph or two, at meetings. It is pub- 


_ Catholic Church and Labour” (Catholic Truth So- 


Rev. Aubert Munrscu, S. J. 


e are quite sure any Devil would be well con- 
to make a treaty with the Church, leaving it 


w him his slums for one- 
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Casually Gathered Evidences of 
Rampant Naturalism 


In his article: “Naturalism a Foe to Woman and 
Her Dignity” (cfr. Central Blatt and Social Justice, 
October, 1924), the Rev. Charles Bruehl correctly 
deciares: ‘Naturalism endangers the position of 
honor and dignity that the teaching of Christ has 
secured for woman... If the gospel of the flesh 
continues to be preached, man will forget the re- 
spect which he owes woman as a personal being. He 
will learn to see in her merely the sex being and 
look upon her as the means of sensual gratification 
and nothing more. When that stage has been 
reached the doom of woman is sealed.” 


S 


One is tempted to inquire how far we are at 
present removed from that stage. Or, if we believe 
that we are still far removed from it, by what 
miracle this remoteness is to be retained, in spite 
of all the elements apparently striving to bridge the 
moat as quickly as possible. Even sincere non- 
Catholics feel that our civilization is virtually 
steeped in lasciviousness. In fact, this article owes 
its origin to the observations of a man who is not a 
member of our Church. ‘ 


What he said, is this: “I dislike going to picture 
‘shows, and all year (1924) I had been in but one 
and that only once, until last Sunday. It was im- 
possibie for me to refuse to go without being uncivil 
to my guests. I assure you, I was disgusted by th 
thinly veiled suggestiveness of the whole thing 
How thinly veiled it all was you may realize whet 
I tell you that I observed young boys and girls nudg: 
ing each other and giggling when certain character: 
appeared on the screen in a garb which disclosec 
what even most savages hide. The film, you know 
is now being shown for the first time at popul 
prices; it is on view in four picture houses 
the same time. I need not tell you-that there were 
many women and girls in the audience.” Continu 
ing, he added: “I am not surprised at the brazen: 
ness of the producers and film artists, nor at the 
apparent coarseness of many of the film-show-goers 
For the public seems to demand such things. Out 
popular novels cater to the same depraved taste 
they, too, are tales of licentiousness.” Sa 


About a week ago, he went on, “J bought a 
N. N’s Department Store the three best sellers a 
the preceding week, to test what makes a book 
‘best seller.’ 


done that they would elicit p 
ice interventi 


he the 
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This young man, American-born of Scotch de- 
cent, a successful man in his profession and far 
rom being of a morbid trend of mind, simply sub- 
tantiates what numerous serious-minded persons 
vave discovered. His reference to the best selling 
1ovels is all the more important since it is a well- 
snown fact that women constitute the greatest per- 
sentage of novel readers. It is this feature that 
ends a strange color to this unfortunate condition 
of things, since it implies that, while women, in 
reat numbers, are thus unquestionably made con- 
scious of the fact that the modern story is all too 
frequently lustful and licentious, glorifying the 
hings of the flesh and immorality, setting up béfore 
men wicked women for heroines, they do not pro- 
est against such corruption, but even approve by 
rontinuing to read the records thereof. 

There was a time, and it is not so very long 
spent, when women of-a certain type, on or off the 
stage, were shown in picture and written about in 
t pink sheet that was considered notorious and was 
commonly on display in barber shops catering to 
men of iow taste and habits. But today the place 
once filled by that publication is pre-empted by nu- 
merous others, which are by no means exclusively 
circulated in the places frequented by men only, but 
lave entered the homes and are read by men and 
women, youths of both sexes, and children. Being 
copiously illustrated, they offer a feast for morbidly 
qungry eyes, regardless of the age or sex of the 
oeholder. The mere desire to see, after months of 
non-observance, a typical publication devoted to 
the exploitation of the film, induced the writer, 
within twenty-four hours after the conversation re- 
ported, to purchase a copy of one of the leading 
monthly moving picture magazines. Two things 
smpressed themselves upon him most forcefully: the 
many illustrations that easily overstep the bound- 
aries within which the one-time notorious pink pub- 
lication confined itself, and the fact that the subject 
matter and the language is on a par, to put it mildly, 
with the illustrations. The sum and substance of 
the message of the magazine is the accomplished 
=xaltation of the flesh, Naturalism, in this shape, 
»n the superlative degree. 

But here, again, one must bear in mind that 
women are the more numerous portion of the read- 
ets of magazines of this sort; and to this fact must 
oe added another, that at least some women are 
0-operating with unscrupulous men in breaking 
own even the last barriers separating us from the 
icentiousness of Pompei. ‘To illustrate the latter 
observation, it might suffice to refer to those women 
who lend themselves and the pictures of their 
scantily adorned bodies to such exploitation ; how- 
syer, the issue of the magazine before us further 
substantiates the above contention, in an article by 
2 woman, entitled: “Men I Love.” It appears that 
the writer, the dramatic critic of a New York news- 
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aper, had been asked by an editor to “write a story 
and call it ‘Men I Like,’ the subiects to be film 
actors of distinction.” But, according to her own 
admission, she found the suggested title inadequate 
and, in order to properly record her reactions to the 


personalities and performances of these heroes of 
the silver sheet, she was constrained to set down 
her findings under the caption: “Men I Love.” And 
lest the reader fail to grasp the import of the “con- 
fessions,” the publishers have placed over the arti- 
cle a border of six heads of men named in it and 
set below each a pertinent sentence from the text, 
thus: “I could leave the others and fly with E.” 
(full stage name given); “I never see B. without 
becoming his heroine;” “I could trust my _ best 
friend with T.;” “I want nobody but C. for ‘Mon 
Homme’ ;” “R. would give me a tremendous thrill ;” 
“N., too, could tear this heart to tatters.” And the 
text proper may well be judged from the foilowing 
sample, referring to the ‘Mon Homme’ just noted: 

“How I love him when he strangles me, hurls me 
to the ground, and then drags me into the embrace 
of that mad, mad dance! And once, when I was a 
gipsy maid, defending myself with a dagger from 
the advances of all the nomad squires, it was R. 
who tamed me and made me his humble and ador- 
ing slave. Why, even Rameses in all the glory of 
“The Ten Commandments” can tear my heart to 
tatters.” 

This is nasty, neurotic stuff, approaching sadistic 
perversion. An unsophisticated recluse, who left 
off reading film magazines ten year ago, might, on 
finding this text before him without knowing the 
connection, surmise it was the utterance of some un- 
fortunate, depraved person, a paranoiac, whose jot- 
tings had been published in some medical journal. 
But there it is in the pages of a popular publication 
that has a sworn circulation of over 459,000 copies 
monthly! And there is more of this sort of vicious 
matter, just as there is more of another variety in 
the same issue. ‘There is a second article by a 
woman, and strikingly enough it is entitled: “Holly- 
wood’s. New Heart-Breaker,” dealing with a ju- 
venile actor, recently come into popularity. The 
article, which is illustrated, covers a page and three- 
quarters, ali about a chap who is scarce out of 
school. The closing sentences of the article may 
suggest the general tenor of the treatise. The 
woman author writes: 

“Oh, I don’t mean to indicate by all this that he 
hasn’t great attraction for women. I should think 
that a love affair with (N. N.) would be tremen- 
dously exciting, because for all his youth, it is plain 
enough he would be master—he would dominate al- 
ways, and none too gently at that. I think he un- 
derstands that a woman can be happy only with a 
man who is her superior. Being in love with 
(N. N.) would be like Oscar Wilde’s description of 
life, ‘A bad quarter of an hour made up of ex- 
quisite moments.’ ” 

The article might be listed as Exhibit B in the 
confessions of a love-sick person of unbalanced 
mentality or character. But that would be beside 
the point, which is, that it is a sample of the food 
on which the minds and imaginations of countless 
boys and girls, young men and young women are 
fed. And lest we forget, a woman is the author. 

Comes the third of the three contributions to the 
issue that attracted the attention of the writer in a 
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particular degree. This is likewise an article, de- 
voted to the tremendously essential, elevating and 
soul-stirring question: “Who Says Vampires Are 
Through?” ‘lhe writer, this time apparently not 
a woman, triumphantly announces his finding: We 
still have a “vamp,” and the reader is led to believe 
that she is easily superior to any of her predeces- 
sors. It appears from the two-page article, illus- 
trated with photographs not dissimilar to the pic- 
tures which once caused saloons to be raided by 
morality squads, that a certain young lady has been 
discovered in Hollywood who “is a new kind of 
vampire.” It seems that this girl had for a time 
been struggling along in minor roles in the film col- 
ony, when suddenly her grand opportunity came, 
which was contingent upon her appearance in a full 
length gown, “so narrow that nobody could wear 
it.” But the director of the production wanted it 
worn, and that was all there was to it. The young 
lady in question achieved the apparently impossible, 
and lo, her future was assured. So safely is it as- 
sured, that now her physical attractions must be 
heralded by film and still photograph and verbal de- 
scription, as for instance: 

“Hips are not in her vocabulary. And while she 
is as slim as a willow wand she hasn’t a bone show- 
ing. ‘What a divine figure,’ N. N. exclaimed... . 
If they had an ancient Greek contest of living stat- 
ues at the Olympic games, America could have 
added another first to her score by sending (her) 
: Prd 


This and much more to substantiate the thesis, 
which- the author states in the beginning of the ar- 
ticle: “So far as I am concerned, the day of the 
vamp is just beginning. N. N. starts where the 
rest of the girls left off. Allow me to state that as 
long as a girl like (her) shows up every few cen- 
turies, the day of the vamp will flourish like the 
weil known green bay tree. Don’t let anybody tell 
you different.” 

As late as ten years ago men would have written 


in that strain about a race horse, or, in certain cir- | 


cles, about some male athlete, who, after all, was 
not regarded any too highly, and concerning whom 
the reading matter intended for the family circle 
did not treat at all. The one or the other immoral 
poet of the times of Greek decadence might have 
_ written in a similar vein about one of the nationally 
ates prostitutes, but it has remained for the pres- 

_ent-day and generation to indulge in such comment 
freely and to permit it to circulate among the 
es. 
Il of which is proof—just a random proof—of 
ISS of the sense of propriety and of shame. 


. 


wards the glorification of the fl 


ence—out of many—of that Natural- | 


ae 


the imperative necessity of self-discipline. It is 
time to begin this work before the last vestiges of 
shame, modesty and decency have disappeared” 
among us.” 

It is true, both Society and the State have an” 
interest in the curbing of the dangerous tendency 
exemplified in the symptoms cited, and likewise a 
duty in this regard. At the same time, however, 
each individual is also obligated to do what lies in 
his or her power to oppose the tenets and practices 
of Naturalism. But the most potent factor in this_ 
combat may be the influence of woman, particularly 
of the mother. Women, mothers, collectively, can 
exact and secure the abatement of the worst abuses 
in public; individually and privately, they have _un- 
limited opportunities to imbue an entire generation 
with a wholesome respect for virtue and abhor- 
rence for the glorification of the flesh. Nor should 
a mother’s influence be confined to her daughters 
only; she can and must instil into her sons ideals, 
uncompromisingly hostile to those that make for the 
degradation of women through this false emancipa 
tion. She can bring men also to cultivate nobler 
ideas on the true dignity of womanhood. Men, on 
their part, have an equally stringent obligation to 
foster a correct vision of virtue, and to refrain 
in every way from assisting the spread of that curse 
of our age, sensualism, which, together with other 
influences, is fast paganizing our civilization. 


A. FL Ba 


Self-Sacrificing Leaders 
Always Necessary 

The chapter on the “Uprising of the Twenty 
Thousand,” in Dr. Louis Levine’s book on Th 
Women’s Garment Workers, recently publish 
contains a lesson which Catholic women engaged it 
social service might do well to remember : that every 
cause demands leaders, willing to make every sac 
rifice required by the exigencies of any situation tha’ 
may arise. 

The great strike, inaugurated by the Women’s 
Garment Workers in New York in 1909, was mos 
bitterly contested. In spite of the assistance ren 
dered the strikers by outsiders, they could ne re 
have attained even the incomplete success w 
was theirs in the end, except for the willingness of 
so many of the girls to bring every sacrifice de 


success of th 
r. Levine 
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Die Plutcfratie auf dem Wege jur 
Weltherrjchaft. 


Dak der Volferbund in engjter Verbindung nut 
x die Weltwirthjchaft beherrjicdenden tnternationalen 
oefinang arbeiten w.rd, werden heute nur iiber alle 
caken optimijtijdhe Briedensjreunde leugnen wollen. 
ay Dem polittjdhen Gdachbrett wird gegemvartig fen 
hig gethan, der nicht von den Herrjicern des Geld- 
mirfteS begutacdjtet wird. Was der weitblicfende 
wl von Vogelfang vor mehr als 40 Yabren bereits 
ffannt hatte, dab ,ein unbed:ngtes Verfiigungsrecht 
S Geldfapitals iiber die werthvolliten und unerjeb- 


en, nationalen Stapitalien, namic) uber die 
wplijche, moralijdhe, intelleftuelle Gejundheit und 


raft der Volfer” da8 dominterende Gejeg der Welt- 
irth}chaft fei, muk heute jelbjt den blodejten Mugen 
fenfundig jen. Die grobe Borliebe geiwijjer fapt- 
(jttidher Rreije, wie ihrer Mtitlaufer in und aufer- 
1% der Weltprejje, fiir den Volferbund ijt gu nicht 
rtingem Theil auf die Anjchauung guriicfgufubreit, 
ip da8 Genfer Xmphiftyonen-GericGt die Ynterejjen 
Hofinanz und der AWusdehnung ihrer Macht- 
Hare dienlich fein wird. Oejterreic) und Ungarn 


, ene Art Vormundjfdhaft gu itbernehmen fiir jene 
mationen, die ji) in die Schuldfnedhtidmaft des inter- 
ttionalen eihfapitals begeben miiffen. Der Dawes- 
fan, obale ch er nicht in Genf gefdmiedet und direft 
mm Wdlferbund gutgqebeiken worden ijt, wird 
outidhland doch wohl iiber furg oder lang ebenfalls 
—deffen Miindel werden «Lajjen. 

Rarl von Vogelfang ment, die Weltwirth{dhatt, 
bs heute jon Hinter der internationalen Geldwirth- 
aft zuriicjteht, habe 3ur (ideellen) Vorausjebung, 
iben der freien Ronfurreng, ,,die abjolute Herrjdajt 
E38 Ravitalismus”, da8 heibt, ,d'e Anetgnung aller 
ard) Urbeit gu gewinnenden Mehrwerthe vonfeiten 
b8 Papitals”. Ler Weltfr'eq hat diefem Wejen neue, 
ageabnte Moalidfeiten erdffnet, den RKapitalismus 
er aud) geradezu geswungen, fetne Stellung mit 
filfe der Regierungen und einer internationalen, 
roralijcen Macht, wie fie der Roslferbund vorj{tellen 
Mt, gu ficern. 
Das Vorgehen der Sowiet-Regierung, Iweldje fic 
igert, die dem cgar‘ftifdhen Rubland gewahrten Wn- 
hen anguerfennen und gu begahlen, dient ja gur 
ming; man twill verdienen, man rill aber aud) 
rhet. Daher miiffen die Regierungen der Hod)- 
3 einen meitreichenden Cinfluk einraumen und 
ew'fie Biirafhaft gewahren, dak da3 angelegte 


tunq und der Ruin der Linder fein. Vor- 
‘dend erflarte ber Wegbahner des driftliden 
ie ses yg 

, aa el hs j 


iben ja {con erfahren, daB der Volferbund geneigt . 


nist in Gefahr gerath. Die Folge wird Die. 
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Sosialisimus, Sreiverr von Vogeljfang, 3u_ feiner 


Seit: , Was der M.Hilismus und Xnarchismus feitens 
der arbeitenden Rlajje ijt, dasfelbe tft 5 e ungehemmte 
Singabe an da$ dominierende Gejek der Weltwirth- 
jdhajt feitenS de3 Napitals. C8 ijt die Vo8fagqung von 
allen rechtliden und fittlichen Gefegen.“*) 

ou Verfolqung diejer Blane jirebt der Rapitalis- 
mus ein 8 el an, da8 dem modernen, von den Grund- 
jagen des Ltberalisnus bewegten Menjdhen ungemein 
gujagt. Cr erflart fic) mit der Fretmaureret 3u Gun- 
jte einer politijden Cinricdtung, die man Weltrepu- 
blif nennen mag. Da dieje einjtweilen unerre chbar 
erjceint, jo begniigt man fic) mit dem BVoslferbund. 
Worauf man in Wirflicjfeit abgtelt, hat Rarl von 
Vogeljang mit geradezu prophetifdhem Blicke erfannt. 
Er jehrieb namlich in e nem Wuffage aus dem Wnfang 
Der achtziger Sabre des verfloffenen VYahrhunderts: 
,Wie einjt die Wutonomie der Stande, der Brovinzen 
Zzerjhlagen werden mute, um dem liberalen Staats- 
abjoluti8mus Raum gu jdaffen, jo mu jest die 
Wutonomie der Staaten, der Reidje bejeitigt werden, 
um freie Exrpanfion fiir da8 Pringip 3u gewinnen: 
die Gejeke der Weltwirth{dhaft haben fortan allein 3u 
gelten, und dieje Gejege defrediert in unumfdhrantter, 
durd) feinen Gott und feinen Nonig behinderter Fret- 
Heit das Bnterejfe der grogen Geldmacdhte und der 
Hinge, mit Denen fie die Mtenfchheit in Belfeln fhla- 
Geta.) 

Die lekten zehn Nahre haben diefem Wefen in un- 
geheuerlicher Wetje Vorfdub geleftet. Das Grok- 
fapital diftiert Daher, worauf viel zu wenig Gewicht 
geleqt wird, de PreiSbildung auch de8 Geldmarftes. 
Den Metjter der chrijtlichjoztalen GeGule erinnerte die 
gu jeiner Zeit nocd) in ifren Wnfangen fich befindende 
Weltwirth{dhaft mit ihrem Bebherrjder, dem Welt- 
bampir, jon an die Stelle der Mpofalypje, ‘n der von 
dem Thiere die Rede ijt, deffen Bild jeder anbdeten 
mug, der nicht — wmirthjdhaftlic) — qetddtet werden 
will. ,,€8 bringt e8 dahin, daR alle, Mein und Grog, 
Reich und Wrm, Breie und Slaven, da8 Wb3eidhen 
auf threr rechten Gand oder auf ‘hrer Stirne tragen; 
ja, daB niemand faufen oder verfaufen fann, aufer 
er trage da8 Wbgetchen, den YMtamen de8 Thieres.” 
Wir aber flatjhen wie Kinder beim Wnblice eines 
rothen Gasballons in die Hande, wenn man uns die 
groken Sort{dhritte der Lechnif aufzahlt. WS ob fie, 
und nidt jene Macht, vor der eS den Cdeljten aller 
Seiten graute, unfere Zufunft bejt mmten! 

Bogelfang erfdjien diefes haltungslofe HSinftreben 
aur Weltwirthfchaft, woraus ja im Tebten halben 


Sabhrhundert eine fattijde Weltoligardie be3 e'h- 


fapitals geworden ijt, fiir die der Sandel nur von 
untergeordneter Bedeutung, alS die grobte Gefahr 
diejer Beit, ,al8 ene wirthjdaftlide, foziale und po- 
litijhe Revolution, wie fie un8 bon feiner Sozial- 
demofratie, 
drobt”. Sa er war der Meinung, ,,die Weltwirth- 
fchaft, fomeit mir fie jekt {don hervortreten fahen 
(d' efe Stelle ijt einem im Wiener ,BVaterland” am 21. 
Dezember, 1884, erjdienenen Wrtifel entnommen), 


x *) Kopp, MW. Die fogialen Pe des Srhen. Seay) 


| Mogelfanc. St. Palten, 1894, SG. 54 
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bon feinem Wnardhismus gefabriidjer | 
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ijt nichts anderes al8 ein wirth{dhaftlides Chaos, in 
welchem der Rapitaligmus nach Beute jagt UND mM 
weldem dem gropten Geldfapital und der Fleinjten 
Moral die Frucht der Wrbeit und de$ werbenden Be- 
figeS der gangen Menfehheit als Naub gufallt.“***) 

Heute find die RKulturvslfer jamtlch und aus- 
nahmslos tief verjdjuldet. Nicht feit den Lagen, als 
Rom jeinen bejonders hartnacigen Gegnern fdjier un- 
erjciwinglicde, jahrlich 3u Ieijtende Tribute aujerlegte, 
lajtete die Schuldfnedhtichaft in fo furchtbarem Make 
we Heute auf Volfern. Sn ihrer Vergweiflung grif- 


fen die von den Romern bedriicten MNattonen oft gu _ 


Wujjtinden, deren einer die Berjtsrung Serujalems 
herbeifithrte. Die Macht, der die Rulturvslfer der 
Erde Heute hilflos hingegeben find, weik, dap der 
Drucf, den fie ausiibt, friiher oder fpdter die gleiche 
Veraweiflung auslojen wird. Daher ibre Xbneigung, 
die jtehenden Heere fo zu rediuz'eren, wie e8 fchon die 
Verfchuldung der Volfer bedingt. Sene gehdren ja 
zur Bolizgetmacht de8 Staates, der den Sntereljfen de8 
Rapitalismus dienjthar ijt. Dap die Prejje unjeres 
Landes fich dem Bafhismus fo wobhhwollend gegen- 
iiberjtellte, obgleich er die leibhaftige Wntithejfe jener 
Demofratie it, um derentiw'ilen wir un$ angeblid am 
Weltfrieqe auf Seiten der Wiltierten betheiltqten, er- 
flart fic) daraus, dafs er die Winke de internationalen 
Leihfapitals beachtete und e$ in Stalien ficerjftellte. 
8 wiirden dem Boljchewi8mus heute alle je'ne Giin- 
den bergiehen twerden, wenn er in Ddiefer Sinfidt dem 
Veijpiele der Schwarghembden folgen wollte. 


Da die Volfer die Schuldenmajjen, die whnen un- 
ter Der Serrjdaft de8 Rapitalismus aufgebiirdet wor- 
den find, nidt in Sahrhunderten werden abgahlen 
fonnen, woraus fic) ein dauernd fieberhafter Sujtand 
ergeben mup, fo ift ein Volferbund gur unerlapliden 
Nothwendigfeit geworden. Er foll in einem Punfte 
die gropte Rraft voritellen, deren. fich jene Macht, 
welche die Welt nach ihren Gefeken regieren will, 3u 
bedienen bermag. €8 ijt dies der lekte Verjuch, das 
Chaos, bon dem Bogeljang jprict, gu organifieren, 
in der Hoffnung, die gangliche Wuflofung der fap'- 
talijtijden Kultur gu verhindern. 


Wir vermodgen dem Gelingen fein gutes Brogno- 
ftifum auszuftellen. Die nadte Selbjtjucht, die fic) 
allerdingS da$ Méantelden der Sumaniat umbangt, 
it doc) d’e tretbende Kraft Hh nter diefem UUnterneh- 
men. Wuch an ihm wird fic) die Wahrheit de3 Sprich- 
wort bewabhren, dak die Gelbftiucht blind macht. Der 
Volferbund wird nidt im Stande fein, die widhtiaite 
aller ‘nternationalen Sragen, d'e Erldjung der Volfer 
aus der Schuldfnedhtidaft de3 Leihfapitals, 3u Ldfen. 
Daran wird er gu Grunde geben. &. PB. &. 


Der Lurus ijt eine der aller itbeljten anti-fogialen 
Erjdheinungen unfrer Beit. Cr verurfacht ein Meer 
bon Giinden und Berbrechen. Wm feinetwillen wird 
bielleicht mehr betrogen, al8 um frafier Rafter willen. 
Gin altes Spricjwort: ,,Er lebt bom Profit, und macht 
Staat hom Vetriigen” ijt daher heute wieder vollends 
ein Wahrwort geworden. — . 


**) a. O., G, B45, | ibiabe 
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twabhrenden Gefegen fihrt. — 


Die Fatholijche UFtion. 


GWegen de Verpolitifierung des religiojen und ful 
turef{en ebens, gegen den Srrthum der Parteipolin 
erhob fic) in Mitteleuropa eine doppelte yteattion 
Die Sugend reagierte durch die Bugendhewegung 
das Wlter durch Sammlung um eingelne Beitichrifter 
oder BVereinsftandarten. Die twahre MUeberwindun 
der Parteipolitif wie der Sugendbewmegung aber fam 
nur dur) die Kirche felbjt gejdehen. Lie Traditionel 
eines HL. Klemens Maria Hofbauer, eme 
jeligen Srang Sofeph Rudigter biirgen dem 
auc) dafiir, dak die Kirche Oefterreidhs in der Ba 
aus eigener Kraft gu diefer Uebertwindung fommi 
Nidt Parte ober Bewegung, Alter oder wu 
qend heifjt das Problem; die ridjtige Wntwort auf do 
Fraae nach der fozialen, politijden, sffentliden, ftaats 
geftaltenden Wirkfamfeit der Katholifen heift fir cf 
lidme,fatholijfh@e WEtion”. Nidht Parter 
nit Bewegung, fondern Rirdhe und Ffirg 
lime Organifation heipt die Lofung de 
Sufunft. 


Das natiirlidhe geijtige Hinterland Mitteleuropa: 
find dte drei romanijden Reihe Franfreid, Jta 
lien, Spanien, die dret im Rerne trok ,,Renat} 
fance” und ,Reformation” fatholijdhen Bolter. Stat 
fic) nach diefem Sinterland und Mtutterland der Kul 
tur zu riciten, nahmen die Ratholifen Mitteleuropa: 
ihre Rictung nach dem proteftantifden Norden uni 
Deffen fogiologiiden Sdeologie; fo fam e8 zur Par 
tei, zur Bewegung; beides jedoch find Yrrwege 
die itbertounden werden miiffen. Die Wege dagi 
Iehren die romanifden Lander: Stalien durch dt 
fatholtide Uftion im erjten Stadium, Franfreid 
durch den indtreften Druck der Kirche auf den Staa 
Spanien endlich) durdh daS dritte Stadium, di 
fatholijde Liftatur, die direfte Geftaltung des Staa 
te$ durd) die Kirche. ; M 


Was ijt die Fatholifdhe MEtion? Keine will 
twacdhjende Bewegung, feine auf die Majjen abje 
hende Bartei, feine Gefte neben der Rirde 
fein MNebenregiment, fondern die organtf gh 
Wusqgliederung Der hierardhifher 
RKirdheauf fozialem Gebiet. Mie fathol 
fen Samilien und Stande, die Bfarreien und 
den, die religidier und fulturellen Orgqanifati 
der Katholifen bilden die Glieder der fatholijchen WE 
tion, etneS an die Kirche und ihr Hierardhijhes Syfter 
organijatorijd angegliederten Gangen. Stalien be 
fibt, fomeit e8 dem Willen de$ Papftes ent{pricht, fein 
fatholijwhe Bartet, auch fetne fatholifche Sugensbeme 
gung, wohl aber eine fatholijde Mftion: ebenjo, ment 
auc) auf anderer Stufe, Sranfreid); mit der fatho! 
jehen Wtion aber bejiken beide Volfer tatholif 
Univerjitaten und Wfademien, eine fatholifde Mw 
Tefe bon Wilfenfdhaftlern und Riinjtlern und ein wi 
james fatholijdes Apoftolat der Laien. Weberd 
bermag diefe Fatholijdhe Wtion einen Crud auf | 
politifdhe und ftaatliche Leben ausguiiben, oer ge 
benenfalls auch au entipredjenden, die Rechte der Ni 


Ler Merngedanfe der fatholifden ‘Ottion ft 
organifatorifhe Unglicderung der Raien an die Ri 


— 
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ite fatholijdhe Wttion der PBfarret oder des Bisthumes 
rebt unter dem Batronat der GSeiligen, jie Hat Wn- 
geil an den Gnadenfdhaken der Mire, fie iit, altitt 
mter|cjied pon jeder nod) fo ergebenen fatholtidhen 
¢artet oder Bewegung, eit fogiologijcey und theolo- 
Vic) bollmerthiges Glied der Rirde, in dem die Gna- 
ran der Nirde Iebendig ftrémen. Xhre Gliederung 
efchieht nicht nach Bereinen und Rajfen, jondern 
vac) amilien und Standen: daber fiihren in thr ne- 
an den firehliden Saftoren nidt die Demagogen, 
solitifer, Redner, Schreiber, fondern die facdlic) und 
cblich Berufenen, der Wdel und die Wfademifer. 
Cine Sauptaufgabe der fatholifden Wktion ift 8, 
uf Grundlage der Bjarrgemeinde und hea Bie- 
Humsorgantsmus, die fatholijhe Wutarfie, se 
matholijhe Selbjtbejtimmung und Selbjtverwaltung 
ufszubauen, d. h. die Verflechtung aller jelbjtandigen 
atholijchen amiliencriftenzen gu jelbjtandigen, un- 
ibhangigen, in den Ffirdlicken Rahmen fich fdmie- 
fenden Wirthidaftsforpern 3u fordern. Andem man 
ie Wenfden bon der religid$-jittlichen Wurzel aus 
Meder dazu crzieht, ganze, felbjtindige Berufe, bor 
‘fem Sandmerfe zu erlernen und indem man ferner 
iefe Verufe untereinander im Rahmen der Pfarrage- 
teinde (oder auch eines religisfen Orden8 und fetner 
Yongregationen oder dritter Orden) gujammenbindet, 
9 dak in jeder Bfarre al8 in einem autarfen sfono- 
tijden Organi8mus Ratholifen nur mit Ratholifen 
sirthichatten: indem dieS gefchieht, emangiptert fich 
a8 Ratholifenthum bon den Gejegen der modernen 
Vrtidhaft wnd gewinnt jenen ardhimedijden Punt, 
on dem allcin aus e8 in die Lage fommt, die Welt 
sirthjhattlich 3u gejtalten und umguformen. 


Garallel mit dieler sfonomiidhen CEmangi- 
ation mu die padagogifdme fic) bvollgiehen. 
{weite Nufgabe der fatholijchen Wftion ift der Wuf- 
au etneS fatholifhen SGghul- und €Er- 
tehungSsfyftems und gwar vom Kopf aus, d. 
._ bon der ,,Uuniverfitas jcientiarum et litterarunt”, 
on den Mniverfitaten und Wademien, von der ftan- 
fchen Wijjenichafts- und Kunjftveranftaltung ,,par 
rellence”. jt bdiefer Mern geidaffen, dann gliedert 
i ber Oraani8mus bon felbft aus und c8 wachjen 
atholifmhe Mittel und BVolfsfagulen. 
Der umaefehrte Wea, guerft Volfs- und Mittelfchulen 
U qriinden, um fcjlieflich alg Krone die Gochfdjule 
u fdhaffen, ware bollfommen ungangbar. Gleic) wie 
te fa‘holtidhe Wutarfie nur im Zujammenhang mit 
er hierarchifden Organifation der Kirdje oder mit 
en fie erqangenden Orden bejtehen fann, gleidermetje 
auch a8 fatholifhe Schulmefen durdaus an die 
itdlide Sliedberung gebunden; doc) nicht nur an die 
irde find beide, Sa8- dfonomifde wie da8 geiftiae 
Shftem aebunden, vielmehr auch an einander; feines 
ann ohne da8 andere in Wnariff genommen werden. 


“Die Rorausiekuna, dah die fatholifthe Wition diefe 
fonomtiche und padagogifde Emangipation fertts 
tingt, ‘ft der Nufbaw von Samilienful- 
Ur, und ator nicht blob biologi{d, fondern vor allem 
iologiich und religiss. Die fchdnften btologifden 


D die rel'gisic, moftifd-astetifdhe Triebtraft feblt. 
Jum Wufbau waren Familienthums mit normalem 


feke find merthlo3, menn der fogioloatiche Rahmen 


Kinderfegen ijt e3 nothtwendig, da8 moderne Zinsfa- 
jernen-, Mafchinene und vabrifgsunwejen 3u iiberwin- 
den. Sede Familie muh Gaus, Sof und Garten be- 
lige. und gwar nicjt blok alg Palliative, um einen 
modernen Beruf eichter ertragen 3u fonnen, fondern 
vielmehr al8 Grundlage fiir einen {tandifehen Beruf, 
als dejfen Normaltdeal eine harmonifde Verbindung 
bon Bauern- und Handwerferthum mit qeifttger und 
Fin{tlertjder Nultur gu betradjten ijt. Lie Familie 
mu, fich) fiiblen al8 Rirde, als ,corpus mbyjticum”, 
als ,,ecclejia Domejtica” (Ndmer 16,5), dann wird fie 
auch wieder die Kraft gewinnen, fich joztologricd) und 
biologtjd durchgufesen; jeder Berfuch einer Umfeh- 
rung dtejer Mehenfolge hat den Todesfetm in fich. 


Much diefe Entwiclung fann nur bom Haupt aus- 
gehen, bom Wdel und von den Wfademifern, pon der 
Wuslefe, dadurd namlich, dap ein fleiner Rrets mwabh- 
res Familienthum vorlebt. Lie geijtiq oder durch 
thre Geburt fiihrenden Rreife miiffen wieder nach alter 
Tradition das Bauern- und Sandwerferthum praftifch 
jtudieren und neben ihren geiftigen Wufgaben pfleqen. 
Wuberdem mup die fatholijche. Wktion gerade dieje 
Stande 3u freimilligem Hilfsdienjt in den Berufer 
der modernen Sflaven, in Snduftrie, Berqwerf, Bu- 
reau, er3tehen. 


Wuf diefer dreifachen fozialen Grundlage ergiebt 
fic) fodann das Berhaltnis der fatholijden Wftion 
gum Staat ganz von felbjt: e8 heigt: tweder fatholi- 
[che Warteipolitif mit Wahlen, politijher Nebenorga- 
nijationen, arlamentari$mu8 und Demofratie, noch 
fatholiiher Fajchi8mus, fatholifhes Bewegthum mnt 
militartjden Handjtreichen; e8 Heist vielmehr ruhiges 
und fichereS YWuftreten der jozial organifierten Nirche, 
rubiges und feftes Sordern ihrer Rechte vom moder- 
nen Staat. Der Natholif ift dem Staat gegeniiber 
entiveder Geftalter und GSerrjder oder geborfamer, 
aber unberantwortlicher Unterthan; ein drittes qiebt 
e3 nicht; d. b. aljo entrweder ein flar fatholifcher Staat 
oder aber ein moderner, atheiftijcher Staat, den auch 
Wtheiften regieren, fiir den Wtheijten verantiwortlich 
find; cin Mittelding, namlidh ein atheijtiidhes Staats- 


wefen, welcheS Ratholifen regieren, d. . fiir weldches . 


Ratholifen verantwortlic) find, wahrend Wtheiften e3 
geftalten, tft ein Monien8, letder aber in der Gegen- 
wart nichtS Unerhortes. Lie’ fommt daber, weil der 
Schwerpuntt de8 Katholifenthums derart in der Par- 
teipoliti€ Lieqt, dak ein WXufgeben diefer Pofition gu- 
gleich auch die Kirche aufs aller{chmwerjte fchadigqen 
miifte. Lemgeqenitber will dite fatholijhe Wftion 
den Schiwerpuntt in den offiziellen Organi8mus der 
RKirde zuriicvertegen. IMicht die eingelnen Natholifen, 
aufammengeballt 3ur Wajje einer quajitatholijcher 
Gartet, und bertreten durch quafifatholijdhe, men 
auch) oft geiftliche Bolitifer, follen da8 Ratholifenthum 
dem Staat gegeniiber bertreten, fondern der fatholi- 
fde Rierus8, der fatholijde Model, die fatholifcdhen 1tni- 
verjitaten, die fatholtidhen Stande in ihrer Gliederunag, 


pertreten durch die fatholifdhe Wftion al8 ein Glied 


der Kirche felbft, ftellen ihre Forderungen. Sn diefem 
awe'ten Stadium fieht Frankreich; e8 hat auch pom 
Staat da$ Recht, weldhes eS billiqerweife im Mugen- 
blicf 3 erreichen hoffen fonnte, erlangt. Diefer poli- 

+ (Sdlup a. S. 359.) . 
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SOCIAL REVIEW 


CATHOLIC ACTION 
The priests of the Diocese of Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia, held a Rural Conference at Mt. St. Bernard, 
Antigonish, last month. The matter of rural credit 
received special attention; Hon. D. A. Cameron, 
Provincial Secretary, and Dr. M. Cummings, Sec- 
retary for Agriculture, N. S., addressed the meet- 


ing. 


The Newman Club, of La Crosse, Wisconsin, or- 
ganized in October, 1923, by the Catholic Woman’s 
League, acting on the suggestion of Rt. Rev. Alex- 
ander McGavick, for Catholic students at the La 
Crosse Normal School and the local business col- 
leges, now counts 100 members. ‘The organization 
has three distinct purposes—religious, social and 
educational. 


The establishment of a special reading room 
and a study class for Jews in London was sug- 
gested at the annual meeting of the Catholic Guild 
of Israel, held on November 28th, at the Convent 
of Sion, Bayswater, London. 


Advocating the formation of the study class, Mr. An- 
gress, a convert Jew, said special knowledge, not only of 
Hebrew. and general apologetics, but of the psychology 
of the Jews, was needed for evidence work amongst the 
Jews. Prior Higgins, C. R. L., suggesting the reading 
room, said it should deal not only with dogmatic con- 
troversy, but with Christian teaching on social subjects. 


The twenty-second annual report of the Catholic 
Union of Ceylon shows a year of useful and benef- 
icent activity. The Education Committee did ex- 
cellent work, in that they elicited from the Govern- 
ment an official declaration of policy in regard to 
education which has set at rest the minds of both 
clergy and laity. The Literature Committee also 
did excellent work. 


Press Day was observed, during which parties of men 
and boys distributed Catholic literature, and public meet- 
ings were held everywhere. 150,000 copies were printed 
and 200,000 were distributed. Eight new book stalls were 
established and five more Reading Circles brought into 
existence. Libraries are being established, and the Mes- 
senger of the. Sacred Heart has a circulation of 13,000 
and is able to pay its way. The Literature Funds stand 
ates 11,237. 

The most outstanding feature of the year’s happenings 
was the Conference of Catholic Associations. Twenty- 
two new associations have affiliated themselves to the 
central union chiefly owing to the inspiration derived from 
the Catholic conferences. As usual, this year also a Spir- 
itual Retreat was conducted. 


DIVORCE 


At the Congress of Catholic Jurists held at Tou- 
lon, during a discussion on the divorce laws, in 
which a leading advocate declared that divorce was 
becoming a plague in France, some remarkable sta- 
tistics were quoted. In 1885 the number of divorces 
was, in round numbers, 4,000. In 1895 the number 
had risen to over 8,000; in 1913 it had passed 
12,000, while in 1923 it rose to 24,000. 


XN 


‘shortage is not confined to the larger cities. 


THE MACHINE PROBLEM 


How employment develops as a result of new in- 
ventions in the United States is graphically shown 
by the automotive industry, which, at the end of 
1923, gave direct and indirect employment to 
5,984,620 persons. In 1890 there was no such indus- 
try, hence not a single person so employed. 

Like increases, but not in such numbers, have character- 
ized the electrical, camera, typewriter, comptometre, cash 
register, phonograph, motion picture, aero, radio and nu- 
merous other recently developed industries that were born 
of inventions and discoveries during the years since 1880. 


THE WHITE COLLAR MAN 

The weekly earnings of office workers in the New 
York State factories averaged $33.58 in October. 
At the same time the average wages for all factory 
workers were $27.53. 

A table giving the earnings of office workers for each 
year since June 1914, compiled by the N. Y. State Dept. 
of Labor, bears out what has frequently been stated— 
that salaried employes and office workers are slower to 
gain wage increases during periods when the value of 
money is diminishing than are shop workers. Bookkeepers 
and clerks do not change from overtime to part-time 
work with shifts in business conditions, or ii they do their 
salary is not likely to change. Basic salary rates are also 
slower to respond to rising prices, partly because it is a 
matter of individual bargaining and partly hecause office 
workers are slower to change positions to gain a tempo- 
rary increase in salary. 


HOUSING 
There is a shortage of more than 50,000 houses 
in the State of Pennsylvania, according to a sur- 


_vey by the State Housing and Town Planning Asso- 


ciation. Approximately 250,000 persons are improp- — 
erly housed. ‘To remedy this condition would mean 
a building program of $250,000,000, figuring $5,000 
as a conservative estimate for each house. . 
i. 


Contrary to general opinion, the report says, the housing — 
It assumes — 
even greater proportions in the small towns with a popu- 
lation of 1,000 or less. 


RECREATION 

Street play for children was tried out in St. Louis 
last summer on a small scale by the Neighborhood 
Association. An alderman co-operated with this 
organization and the Recreational Committee of the 
Community Council in securing permission to close 
Nineteenth street between Morgan and Franklin 
avenues, in front of Neighborhood House. 
The street is paved with asphalt and lends itself well t 
street play. About 100 boys and girls gathered for game: 
and a number of parents and neighbors watched the chil 
dren at their play. There were circle games for the littl 
ones and hand ball, and indoor baseball, for the older girls 
and boys. The experiment demonstrated the feasibility o 
street play for children on selected streets closed tempo: 
rarily to traffte. : 7 


IMMIGRATION a 

Major Henry H. Curran, Commissioner of Imm 
gration at Ellis Island, where 90 per cent of the 
ropean immigrants land, has expressed himse 
well pleased with the results of the present : 
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gration law. According to a statement published in 
the N. Y. Times, he said: 

“We are getting half as many as we did under the old 
law and that is a good thing for all concerned. It is good 
for the country because we can assimilate them better. 
ITherefore it is good for the immigrant. He receives more 
attention than he could otherwise get at the stations and 
because he is one of a lesser number his opportunities are 
correspondingly better. 

“With the quantity cut in half we are getting immigrants 
of a quality twice as good as under the old law, That, 
cof course, is for the best interests of the country. In 
part, I believe, this is due to the fact that the bulk of the 
mew immigrants come from Northern Europe. However, 
it is also due to the provision of the law that requires 
-consular examination on the other side.” 


UNRESTRICTED COMPETITION 

The U. S. Department of Agriculture is studying 
the marketing and distribution of live stock from 
producer to consumer, It points out that inefficiency 
in marketing, besides hurting retail business, tends 
to widen the price spread between producer and 
consumer. It takes about 1,000 persons to support 
one meat store, says the department. ‘This is as true 


of large cities as of small. 

In a little Wisconsin village of 1,000 population one 
meat store served the people, and the proprietor seemed 
successful, Another meat dealer thought that if the first 
ccould make money in this village he could do the same. 
Accordingly, a second meat store was opened and, al- 
though well patronized, lost money from the beginning. 
Sales of the first store, moreover, were cut nearly in 
half by the new competition, and it lost money, too. 

This is a typical case illustrating the condition found 
by the United States Department of Agriculture to exist 
quite generally where retail meat stores are established 
beyond the power of population to support them. 


JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 

“The largest number of inmates in the Minnesota 
‘State Reformatory,” says the Superintendent's re- 
port for the biennial period ending June 30, 1924, 
“was reached June 15, 1924, the population being 
660 on that day.... The average population for the 
biennial period was 597 as against 503 for the pre- 
vious period.” — 

The Superintendent, Charles E. Vasaly, offers the fol- 
lowing explanation for this condition: “A larger number 
sof commitments than formerly are due to idleness. | The 
‘continued unsettled condition of the country, economically, 
iis reflected in crime. There appears to be an atmosphere 
sof agitation and restlessness, shown in every field of hu- 
+man endeavor, and those who have not stability of pur- 
| pose, fortified by religion and labor, are easily set adrift. 
‘If it be true that the crime problem is essentially a home 
‘problem, it is also a community problem, since the homes 
. . In many a community the 

land, instead of being 
life. While most com- 


‘mitment the Reformatory are from larger cities, there 
1itments to the y from the country, 


en ee 
4 RURAL PROBLEMS : 

A. recent Canadian Pacific bulletin contains an 
interesting statement concerning the attempts now 
in progress in Canada to prepare British boys for 
. life on the farm and placing them on the land. 
bulletin says: . 
patent es (1924) saw the first actual work done 
scheme which had been long considered, to induce 
public and secondary schoolboys, contemplating a 


* 


_ persons injured. 


farming career in the Dominion, to complete their edu- 
cation at a Canadian agricultural college and so be ready 
at its termination to go on farms ot their own. The 
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, co-operating with 
MacDonald Agricultural College, instituted a campaign 
in the spring throughout the premier educational estab- 
lishments of the British Isles, with the result that the 
summer saw the first fruits of interest aroused and a 
number of British boys at MacDonald College. Fall saw 
the arrival of the first group of ‘Hoadley Boys, who, 
through arrangements made by the Minister of Agricul- 
ture for Alberta, have come out from England and will 
take a course at the Provincial Agricultural College at 
Vermillion, after which they will be assisted on farms by 
the Provisional Government. A great deal is expected 
of the movement thus begun.” 


DISREGARD OF SAFETY LAWS 

The annual report of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission contains an account of the efforts of 
the Commission to execute the law requiring the 
installation of train-control appliances on the rail- 
roads. It is a record of failure on the part of the 
railroads to obey the law. 

In June, 1922, the Commission served orders on 49 car- 
riers, directing them to install train-control devices by 
January 1, 1925, on a full passenger-locomotive division 
of their lines. Only two carriers have fully complied 
with the order. In January, 1924, the Commission served 
a second order, requiring 47 of the original carriers to 
install devices on a segond division of their lines, and re- 
quiring 45 additional carriers to install devices on a divi- 
sion of their lines by January 1, 1926. Last March 88 of 
these carriers asked that the second order be vacated and 
that additional time be granted for compliance with the 
first order. The request for additional time was denied. 

The Commission’s report shows that 50 preventable ac- 
cidents occurred on railroads during the year ending 
June 30, 1924, in which 113 persons were killed and 780 
The deaths and injuries reported are 
clearly chargeable to disregard of the law on the part 
of the railroads. The law provides a penalty of $100 
a day after January 1, 1925, for failure to install train- 
control devices. 


HOME-WORK 

A decision of unusual significance, based on the 
N. Y. State Tenement Home Work Law, was given 
on October 2nd in the Magistrates’ Court in New 
York City under a test case of Section 353 of the 
law referred to, which relates to sub-contracting in 
tenements. A certain Mrs. Saladino took pajama 
frogs from a factory to finish in her home. She in 
turn contracted them out to her neighbors for a few 
cents less than she was being paid, thus making a 
considerable profit. 

Mrs. Saladino was warned by the inspector of the 
Home Work Division of the Department that she was 
violating the law by sending goods out without having a 
permit to do so, and that she could not secure a permit 
because her home was not a factory. She continued this 
practice, however, and the case was taken to the Magis- 
trates’ Court, where she was fined for violating Sec- 
tion 353 of the Labor Law. The Court held that as a 
dweller in a tenement she has no right to give out work to 
be done in other tenements. ; ‘ie 

“This is the first time, says the Industrial Bulletin, is- 
sued by the Industrial Commissioner of New York State, 
“such a case has been taken to court and the decision will 
undoubtedly have very far-reaching results. The Home 
Work Division, acting under the decision of the Court, 
in the future will not permit the giving out of goods 
from a tenement to be made or finished in another 
tenement.” : 


ay 


‘oe 
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FEDERAL GRANTS 

The Staff Correspondent of the NV. Y. Buvening 
Post at Washington reports to his paper that, 
with New York State paying about 25 per cent ot 
all Federal taxes and receiving only 5 per cent of 
the funds distributed in so-called State aid grants, 
New York members of the House and Senate, re- 
gardless of party, are showing a disposition to op- 
pose any further extension of this system as pro- 
posed in the Sterling-Reed measure and similar bills. 
“Senator Wadsworth;” says the correspondent, 
“made an earnest plea at the last session against 
pauperizing and pampering of the States by the 
Federal Government. Even Senator Copeland, 
whose political philosophy might lead him to look 
favorably on such projects, has been poring over 
the tax figures, and it is understood he is with the 
President on this.” 

According to Senator Copeland’s estimates, for every 
$3,000,000 spent by the United States the people of New 
York contribute $1,000,000. In 1924 New York paid in 
direct Federal taxation $690,000,000, and received as Fed- 
eral aid $4,020,000. Nevada paid $761,000 and received 
$885,000. 

Federal money appropriated for the States in 1924 
totaled $145,000,000. It will probably be the same for the 
1925 fiscal year, but it will undoubtedly go higher in 1926 
unless the tendency is sharply checked in response to the 
President’s recommendation that less money be appro- 
priated for this purpose. tag 

Under this kind of legislation and appropriations re- 
sulting from it more than $500,000,000 in Federal aid 
grants had been turned over to the States at the end 
of the 1924 fiscal year. This form of legalized raid on 
the Treasury made its appearance in 1914 with the enact- 
ment of the Smith-Lever Act. 


; CO-OPERATION 

A total of 42 suits has been filed against mem- 
bers of the North Carolina Cotton Growers’ Co- 
operative Association who violated their contracts 
by selling cotton outside the Association this season. 
Nine of the defendants settled the suits with the 
Association rather than go through with the litiga- 
tion. 


The story of co-operative marketing of milk by 
New York State farmers is told in a statement by 
Charles H. Tuck, representative of the Dairymen’s 
League, and made public recently by the Academy 
of Political Science. He explains how the farmers 
came to be at the mercy of the city milk dealers 
and the surplus of milk, and how the Dairymen’s 
League Co-operative Association sought to remedy 
the situation, not by legislation, but by a self-im- 
posed and self-operated economic plan. He goes on: 

“In 1916, in Orange County, N. Y., the blow was struck 
by farmers against injustice in milk prices. Farmers 
dumped their milk by the roadside rather than give it 
away at starvation returns. The flames of rural rebellion 
spread throughout the great metropolitan milkshed. There 
was a spirit in places something like that of the night 
riders of Kentucky, though there was little violence. 
Dealers became alarmed. The farmer’s efforts took or- 


ized form in the association named the Dairymen’s 


gue. Fifty thousand producers were enrolled. The 
farmers had won the day. An increase in prices was im- 
mediately secured, 
“But the old Dairymen’s League was merely a bargain- 
ing organization. It owned no shipping or manufacturing 
plants. It was not secure in May, 1921. In the heat of 


Se 


another struggle with a few dealers when efforts were 
strong to break the organization, the Dairymen’s League 
set up a carefully worked-out plan to sell fluid milk in 
the cities, manufacturing in its own plants, surplus in 
butter, cheese, evaporated, as the market conditions re- 
quired. 

“It established for the dairy industry of the metropolitan 
milkshed a centralized selling agency, pooling all the pro- 
ceeds of sales equitably among all members, and the 
equitable distribution of the surplus losses. These are 
basic principles of handling large volume in a co-opera- 
tive, in the case of the league, with an annual turnover 


of $75,000,000.” 


ORGANIZED LABOR 


Charters of ten local unions of the United Mine 
Workers of America in the Pittston (Pa.) district, 
District 1, were revoked by President Lewis, fol- 
lowing the refusal of the men to return to work 
pending the settlement of grievances held against 


the Pennsylvania and Hillsdale Coal & Iron Com- 
pany. 

The men employed at the collieries entered into an 
illegal strike over the protest of the district officials on 
Dec. 2, after failing to have certain grievances regarding 
wage rates and working conditions adjusted by the 
company. 


The Catholic Press, of Sydney, Australia, fears 
the Commonwealth Government may be forced, 
after four or five years’ experience, to sell its ships 
and get out of a bad business. It puts the blame 
on labor, which is accused of insisting on “job con- 
trol.” 


Says that paper: “It would be folly as well as tyranny 
to allow the Stewards’ Union or the Seamen’s Union to 
pick the men for a ship. It would be quite as unfair to 
the men as the present system, and it would destroy dis-— 
cipline in an occupation in which discipline is, perhaps, 
the biggest factor. For the safety of navigation and the 
protection of life, the captain of a ship must have com- 
plete control of his men, and no man must be forced upon 
him who has failed to submit to discipline or who is in- 
efficient. If the men were responsible only to their union, 
the captain’s authority would be gone. Consequently it~ 
is for the captain or his delegate to select the crew and 
the stewards, under the sole condition that they are 
unionists, x 


~*~ 


“If the union refuses to accept this condition, and the 
captain employs other unionists who are willing to resist 
what they conceive to be a tryrannical and illegal claim, 
as in the case of the Fordsdale (one of the ships with 
Australian register) these men must be protected. If the 
union were permitted to expel or suspend the men who — 
engaged on the Fordsdale, it would be an end of liberty. 
Every reasonable worker must realize that position.” 

The Catholic Press declares furthermore: 


sources “a crew’s library” for every American shif 
and to replenish it yearly with fresh books and 
exchanges. Thirteen hundred ships now have sea 
going libraries as a result of this activity. = 


) Te 
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[The Central Verein and Catholic Action 


Officers of the Catholic Central Verein of America 


EPresident, Charles Korz, Butler, N. J. 

EFirst Vice-President, Henry Seyfried, Indianapolis, Ind. 

sSecond Vice-President, Louis J. Annas, Allentown, Pa. 

[Recording Secretary, Frank J. Dockendorff, La Crosse, 
Wis. 

(Corr, and Financial Secretary, John Q. Juenemann, Box 
364, St. Paul, Minn. 

‘Treasurer, M. Deck, St. Louis, Mo. 

]1Executive Committee: Rev. A. Mayer, St. Louis, Mo.; 
Wm. V. Dielmann, San Antonio, Tex.; O. H. Kreuz- 
berger, Evansville, Ind., and Anthony J. Zeits, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. The Major Executive Committee in- 
cludes the Honorary President of the C. V., the 
Presidents of the State Leagues and the Presidents 
and Spiritual Directors of the Catholic Women’s 
Union and the Gonzaga Union. 

|Hon. President, M. F. Girten, Chicago, IIl. 
Communications intended for the Central Verein 

‘should be addressed to Mr. John Q. Juenemann, Box 

, 364, St. Paul, Minnesota. 


All these works, of which Catholic laymen are the prin- 
cipal supporters and promoters, and whose form varies 
according to the special needs of each nation, and the par- 
ticular circumstances of each country, constitute what is 
generally known by a distinctive and surely a very noble 


name: Catholic Action or Action of Catholics. 
Pius X. 


A very gracious letter, addressed by His Emi- 
nence, Cardinal Bonzano, to the Central Bureau 
on December 15, 1924, expresses the hope that 
the Central Verein flourish. His Eminence writes: 

“May this excellent Catholic associa- 
tion continue with success and prosper 
with God’s blessing.” 


Fundamentals of Christian Solidarism 


To use fraud to sell a thing above its just price 
is a downright sin, being the deceiving of another 
to his loss. Fraud apart, we may speak of buying 
and selling in two ways. In one way ordinarily; 
and in that way we see that the institution of buy- 
ing and selling is for the common good of both 
parties, each party wanting what the other has got. 
Now, a transaction designed for the common ad- 
vantage of both should not bear harder upon the 
one party than upon the other; and therefore the 
contract between them should proceed on the prin- 
ciple of equality of thing and thing. Now, the 
quantity of a thing that serves human use 1s ae 
ured according to the price given for it; for pric 
purpose we have the invention of money. Re, 
therefore, if either the price exceeds the quantity o 
the value of the thing, or conversely the thing ex- 
ceeds the price, the equality of justice will be de- 
stroyed. And, therefore, to sell a thing dearer or 
uy it cheaper than it is worth is a proceeding in 
tself unjust and unlawful. 

ae * * 


In another way we may speak of buying and sell- 


ing, inasmuch as incidentally the transaction tends 
to the utility of one party and to the detriment of 
the other, as when one has great need to have a 
thing and the other suffers by parting with it. In 
such a case the just price will be arrived at by re- 
garding not only the thing that is sold, but also the 
loss which the seller incurs by the sale. And thus 
there will be an opening for the thing being lawfully 
sold for more than it is worth ordinarily and in 
itself, though not for more than it was worth to its 
possessor. But if one party is much benefitted by 
the commodity which he receives of the other, while 
the other, the seller, is not a loser by going without 
the article, no extra price must be put on. The 
reason is, because the profit that accrues to the one 
party is not from the seller, but from the condition 
of the buyer. Now, no one ought to sell to another 
that which is not his, though he may sell the loss 
that he suffers. He, however, who is much ben- 
efited by the commodity which he receives of an- 
other may spontaneously bestow some extra recom- 
pense on the seller; that is the part of one who has 
the feelings of a gentleman. 


2k * *k 


We may consider (to ascertain whether a sale is 
rendered unlawful by a defect in the thing sold) 
three defects in a thing that is sold. One is in Rind. 
Such a defect, if known to the vendor, amounts to 
a fraud in the sale and renders the sale unlawful. 
And this is what is said against certain persons: 
“Thy silver is turned into dross, thy wine is min- 
gled with water” (Isaias I, 22); for what is min- 


‘-gled with anything else suffers a defect in kind. 


Another defect is in quantity, which is known by 
measure. And therefore if one knowingly uses 
short measure in selling, he commits a fraud, and 
the sale is unlawful. Hence it is said: “Thou shalt 
not have divers weights in thy bag, a greater and a 
less’ (Deut. XXV, 13). The third defect is in 
quality, as if one were to sell a sickly animal for a 
healthy one. If one knowingly does this, -he com- 
mits a fraud that renders the sale unlawful. And 
in all such cases the vendor not only sins by effect- 
ing an unjust sale, but is bound to restitution. But 
if any of the aforementioned defects be in the arti- 
cle sold without the seller knowing of it, he is guilt- 
less of sin; because though what he does is unjust 
materially, yet his doing of it is not unjust; at the 
same time he is bound, when the fact comes to his 
knowledge, to make up the loss to the buyer. And 
what is said of the seller is to be understood of the 
buyer also. I*or sometimes the seller believes his 
article to be less precious in kind than it really is, as 
when one sells gold for brass; and then the buyer, 
if he observes it, buys unjustly, and is bound to 
restitution. And the same of defects of quality and 
quantity. ae . 


(St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologica, II-II 
Q. LXXVII, Art. I-II, transl. in Rickaby, Jos., S.J., 
Aquinas Ethicus, vol. II, pp. 91-93.) 
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THE RIGHT ORDERING OF CATHOLIC 
WORKS 


The General Intention of the Apostleship of Prayer 
for January, 1925. 

A. few weeks ago the writer of this paper was 
present at the meetings in Chicago which were held 
to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
establishment of the Juvenile Court. Many papers 
were read by eminent jurists and children’s welfare 
workers, and many principles were advocated to 
strengthen and improve our methods for dealing 
with juvenile delinquency. Sometimes the asser- 
tions made were far from being ethically sound, 
but as discussion was not allowed at every meeting, 
these recommendations and principles had to go un- 
challenged. In other words, the present writer was 
once more convinced of the power of organization 
in “getting through” any recommendation, be it safe 
and sound, or dangerous and unwise. 


The Right Ordering of Catholic Works. 


There is good reason, then, why we should be 
glad that the Holy Father has asked the members 
of the Apostleship of Prayer throughout the world 
to work and pray for the “right ordering of Cath- 
olic works.” But this realiy means that today, more 
than ever, we must organize our Catholic forces. 
As the leaflet explaining this Intention says: 

“Day by day it becomes more evident that to do the 
work of the Church effectively, to save and sanctify the 
souls of men, we must perfect more and more the organi- 
zation of Catholic works. In organization is to be found 
our defense against dangers, our means of spreading the 
Faith, our resources to meet our various needs.” 

Our leaders on the watch-tower have again and 
again cautioned us to organize our forces and to do 
teamwork in the sacred cause of Catholic truth and 
religion. During the last few years many discus- 
sions have been carried on which have intimately 
involved Catholic rights and duties. Fortunately, 
the cry for organization had been heeded, at least in 
some quarters, where the fray was especially bitter ; 
and so, by united action, certain insidious dangers 
were guarded against. 


Our Organizations. Must Be Solid and Provide 
Efficient Leadership. ee 


Though we have learned the power of organiza- 
tion, have we not sometimes been rather aimless in 
our endeavors? Have we not filled up our ranks 
with individuals who have well been called Vereins- 
mqzenner and Vereinsfrauen? These are good peo- 
ple who love social converse, who like to meet their 


_ friends at meetings and to “discuss” certain issues ; 


_ but their efficiency stops there. Not in this way will 
_ we ever do our share in bringing back order out of 
in these troublous times. Not so will we 


| so the years rolled 


these meetings, where questions of great moment 
for the Church Militant are being discussed. Let 
us above all abhor “politics” at these assemblies. 
“Ve are Christ’s.” Yes: and our interests are those 
of Christ and His Church. Therefore, they are far ~ 
above all paltry human standards of personal likes 
or dislikes. Let us be generous and avoid all trivial 
self-seeking in our organized work for the Church, 
the mystic body of Christ. The truly Catholic leader 
and layman is aflame with the spirit of Christ and 
with zeal for His Church and for the extension of 
His interests. It is such leaders we shouid try to 
find, and once having found them, we should co- 
operate with them loyally, sinking individual prefer- 
ences and looking to the larger good. 


We Must Learn How to Co-ordinate Our Work. 


In other words, we must learn that some activi- 
ties are more important than others, even when there 
is question of Catholic interests. Hence we must 
be willing to forego certain apparent and present 
advantages for the sake of the larger good. In the 
complexity of modern social life there are many 
evils that must be attacked, and many avenues of 
approach to what are called our social problems. 
Hence members of Catholic organizations must 
sometimes practice a judicious restraint. If a cer-_ 
tain undertaking promises larger results and is more | 
urgent, we ought to be ready to relegate pet schemes — 
of our own to a later time in order to complete the 
more important task. 7 

But when we have once determined upon a course ~ 
of action as necessary to promote some far-reach- 
ing spiritual interests, or to ward off some threaten-— 
ing danger, then our work should be truly con- 
structive. As we said in a former Press Bulletin 
of the C. B.: “Of what use to bewail the fact that 
the Catholic press is not supported, that Catholic 
books are not read, that Catholic schools are not 
patronized, that active membership in Catholic so- 
cieties is ignored, if we do not set about remedying 
the evil by good example? Of what avail to pass 
resolutions condemning ‘attacks upon our religious 
rights’ and upon the ‘rights of our schools’ if we 
do not bring home to those in power frankly, yet. 


convincingly, just what are our rights in the prem= 


ises, and clearly outline the steps we feel bound to 
take to secure them?” ay 


Constructive Work Is Necessary. . 
The main difficulty with many of our Catholie 
societies in the past has been that they did muc 
talking, but little acting. This was certainly not “ 
right order.” Many a society, at its annual con- 
ventions, passed “brilliant resolutions” which were 
promptly forgotten as soon as the members or ¢ 
gates had dispersed to their respectiv es. ” 
haps the same “res 
if 


= 


following year 
a trifle chan 


I 
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The words of our former article on “Catholic Lay 
Activity” are in place. Constructive work, we said, 
as sorely needed just now, much more needed and 
more useful than fiery screeds against our ‘enemies’ 
oF vituperative language against a supposed adver- 
sary who is nowhere to be seen. It can be done 
much better by a society, a body of Catholics, than 
bby an individual. Hence organization, but well- 
Hirected, sane, prudent, intelligent organization and 
teamwork will be needed to secure the desirable 
pend in view. Organization, says Cardinal Faul- 
haber, is the ‘most potent force in the social life 
of today. Organization is, so to say, the eighth 
psacrament of the 19th and 20th centuries.’ ” 


The Bond of Charity. 


“Caritas,” charity, is a beautiful word, and our 
German brethren of the Faith rightly call some of 
itheir social organizations ‘‘Caritas-Verbaende,” as- 
sociations of charity. This beautiful word gives us 
the key-note of all our organized activity in the wide 
‘field of social welfare and of the Catholic lay apos- 
tolate. There can be no “right ordering of Catholic 
works” unless selfishness be cast out and the “bond 
of Christian charity” unite our workers in the same 
high and holy cause. If a certain organization has 
done some good work, it would be out of place to 
make invidious comparisons with the slender show- 
ting of another society which, perhaps, is struggling 
for existence. 


Many new developments of our organized social 
and charitable work will be called for in the coming 
years. It is a glorious work that awaits us. But 
let us not live and strive like those “who have not 
the faith.” Our efforts reach into the eternal years. 
And how pitiful it is to bring little, narrow stand- 
gards into duties that fail to us as members of a 
world Church that rises above all considerations of 
birth or wealth or nationality or social station. To 
)}quote the words of the January leaflet: “With our 
| prayer let us resolve to do all we can to promote 
tthe co-ordination and harmony of these Catholic 
works, to remove the spirit of individualism, and the 
selfishness that sees only local interests.” 


Then shall our Catholic organizations live up to 
the difficult requirements and exacting duties of 
these new times. But we have also the assurance of 
‘success and of victory. “For where two or three 
; are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
| midst of them.” . 
/ (Rev.) ALBERT MUNTSCH, oA E 


The truth is, as Herbert Spencer has noted in 
Study of Sociology, that “new democracy is but 
‘old despotism differently spelt.” The sovereignty 
of the masses and monarchical absolutism represent 
and the same principle: The domination not 
the moral idea, which is law, reason, but of the 
vidual cravings and caprices; not of will, but 
willfulness—or, to use a more exact German 
die Partikularitaet des Individuums. 
W. L. Lutty in Idola Fort. 


a 


_from 68 secretaries and a few priests. 


mittee of that body has decided to present the leaflet 


Action Against the Proposed Child Labor 
Amendment 

The campaign carried on for a number of years 
by the Central Bureau against the Smith-T’owner 
bill for the creation of a Department of Educa- 
tion in the Iederal Government, with a Secretary 
of Education in the President’s Cabinet, and fol- 
lowed up by opposition against the succeeding bills 
urging the same proposal, has been quite generally 
supported by the societies affiliated in the C. V. 
The present endeavors directed against the pro- 
posed 20th amendment bid fair to find similar sup- 
port. The declaration of the Allentown conven- 
tion of the Central Verein against the amendment 
having been submitted to the societies during the 
month of September, they have since received, aur- 
ing the month of December, a letter from the Cen- 
tral Bureau and a copy of Free Leaflet No. 
XXXIII: ‘The Case Against the Proposed Child 
Labor Amendment.” In the letter the Secretaries 
were requested to arrange for the distribution of 
this leaflet and for a discussion of the arguments 
it offers, and urged to order an adequate supply 
from the Bureau for distribution. The further re- 
quest was addressed to them to prepare to summnit - 
the position taken by the members of their society, 
parish or community to the members of their state 
legislatures at such time when the officers of the 
state leagues should advise them to do so. 

The response to this appeal has been gratifying 
thus far. Up to the evening of December 31, 1924, 
the first printing of 15,000 copies of the Free 
Leaflet has been distributed, requests having come 
Some offi- 
cers have arranged for the distribution of as many 
as 2000 copies. Officers of the societies affiliated 
in the Catholic Women’s Union have also interested 
themselves in the distribution of this leaflet. At 
the same time, further action is under way, at 
least in some places. Thus, as already noted in the 
December, 1924, issue of Central Blatt, the Roch- 
ester, N. Y., Federation arranged for a debate 
on the amendment, Mr. Philip H. Donnelly argu- 
ing against the proposal. His arguments were pub- 
lished in The Echo, of Buffalo. ‘The Rochester 
organization likewise distributed several hundred 
copies of the leaflet, while the Philadelphia Volks- — 
verein, through Mr. A. J. Zeits, secured 1500 
copies for this purpose, and the Buffalo societies 
1000. One thousand copies were likewise sent to 
Mr. E. Dietz, Indianapolis, president of St. Joseph 
State League, for campaign purposes in his state. 

Mr. John Q. Juenemann, of St. Paul, as chairman 
of the Legislative Committee of the Staatsverband 
of Minnesota, had the Bureau send him 500 copies 
of the leaflet, advising it that he would submit 2 
copy to each member of the Legislature. At the 
same time a number of the Minnesota secretaries 
requested copies for distribution, while the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Staatsverband had voted to 
engage actively in the campaign against ratification. 

Action similar to that contemplated by the Legis- 
lative Committee of Minnesota is planned by the 
Catholic Union of Missouri. The Executive Com- 
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to all the members of the General Assembly, with 
the declaration that it embodies the Catholic Union's 
position towards the measure. Further, that a 
copy of the leaflet and a letter be directed to all 
the pastors in the state, urging public discussion 
of the amendment and the adoption of a declaration 
against it, which should be sent to the legislators ; 
further still, that a copy and a letter, of a similar 
nature, be sent to the heads of seminaries, colleges, 
high schools, convents, hospitals, in short, to Cath- 
olic charitable and educational communities and 
institutions. This in addition to a letter to the 
affiliated societies, all of which communications 
are to be issued in the name of the Catholic Union 
and of the Catholic Women’s Union. ‘The letter 
intended for the secretaries reads in part: 

_ “In view of the fact that our State Legislature goes 
into session January 7, 1925, and also on account of the 
propaganda that is being made for the amendment, it is 
highly important that the members of our societies give 
the matter their serious and immediate attention. We 
urgently request therefore that you discuss the matter 
with your Reverend Pastor and the President of your 
society, and have someone explain the amendment and its 
dangers at a meeting of your society or at a parish meet- 
ing... After the proper explanation has been given and 
the leaflets distributed, a statement of the position of the 
men and women of your parish or community should be 
drafted and forwarded to the members of the State Leg- 
islature representing your particular district .. .” 


The. Texas Staatsverband will likewise actively 
oppose the ratification of the amendment. In the 
November-December issue of the Verbands-Bote, 
the official organ of the State League, Mr. Henry 
B. Dielmann, member of the Legislature, directs the 
attention of the members of the Verband to the 
need of carefully observing the actions of the legis- 
lators during the coming session. After noting the 
probability of dangerous school legislation being 
attempted, he writes: 

“There is one other proposition which will deserve and 
receive the serious consideration of our next legislature. 
It is of such vital and far-reaching importance that the 
members are not only willing but anxious to hear from 
their constituents. It is the ratification of the proposed 
20th amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
commonly known as the Child Labor amendment. This 


proposed amendment is, designated to give Congress the © 


power to limit, regulate and prohibit the labor of persons 
under eighteen years of age. 
“Our Central Verein is opposed to the ratification of 
this proposed amendment and has issued a free leaflet 
known as Free Leaflet No. XXXIII: The Case Against 
the Proposed Child Labor Amendment, which should be 
ee in the hands of every Christian father and mother. 

The officers of our societies owe it as a duty to their 
: members to see that each one gets a copy of this leaflet 
_ and advises his senator and representative of his stand 
_ with reference to this measure.” 


In Kansas Mr. Michael Mohr, President of the 
-Staatsverband, has undertaken to. acquaint a num- 
j f legislators with the position of the organ- 
ion he represents, while he also has urged the 
s to study the amend 


L 0 declar 
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. 


their position to the 
‘says in his circular 
4 tres, at fa 
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ment and the Central | 


attention to the free leaflet regarding this amendment, sent - 
you by the Central Bureau. : 

“Tf ratified, this amendment would practically place our 
children under 18 years of age under the direct control 
of the Federal Government, and it would be possible that 
work done by them could be followed by punishment. ; 

“Regulation of child labor by law in the separate states 
is proper, where local conditions can be taken into con=— 
sideration. States with highly developed industries are 
in a different position from others. ’ 

“Please take notice of the leaflet sent you and advise 
your representative in the legislature of your position, 
Personally, I shall keep in touch with the matter and will 
give the proper directions.” 

Mr. Martin Kiein, president of the State League 
of North Dakota, has also addressed the officers of 
the affiliated societies, urging them to induce the 
societies to declare their position on the proposal. 
He announces his personal opposition to the amend- 
ment, and informs them that he plans to call the | 
members of the Executive Committee and of the 
Legislative Committee to a joint session, and then _ 
to submit the position of the organization to the 
members of the General Assembly of the State. 

While thus these and perhaps some other state” 
organizations are already active, District Leagues 
are also preparing to oppose the amendment effec- 
tively. Reference has been made to the Phila-— 
delphia and the Rochester groups. In addition to 
the facts cited there, it is of interest to note that 
a distinguished member of the latter organization 
advised the Bureau on December 22: 

“Our Federation as a body will protest to our 
semblymen and Senators against the ratification of this 
amendment. In addition to that we have passed a reso 
lution to have printed five thousand cards containing our 
reasons for objecting to the ratification of the amendment, 
That is just a beginning of the number of cards we shall 
have printed. These cards will be taken to the various 
parishes and signed by qualified voters. After they are 
signed they will be gathered and bundled and sent to 
State Senators and Assemblymen. ; 

“At our meeting last night we had two of the local 
pastors and they both made substantial donations towards 
defraying the expense of printing the cards, and they as- 
sured us that other pastors in the city would also make 
donations.” : 7 a 

The President of the Philadelphia organization, 
Mr. Zeits, on December 6, represented the President 
of the Central Verein at a conference held in that 
city, attended by delegates of organizations through 
out the country which are opposed to the amend- 
ment. Mr. Zeits writes in part of this meeting: 

“While the meeting was primarily and almost who 
taken up with the Child Labor proposition, it also 
been called for the purpose of strengthening the orga’ 
zation of the Sentinels of the Republic... The 5s; 
ers at the conference stressed the very same points agai 
the ratification of the amendment as had the Cen 
Verein. I furnished the Executive Officers with a c 
of the resolutions adopted by our organization it 
town, in order that they might see just what is « 
in the matter.’ Wee . 
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ventral Verein of Maryland (the name under 
vhich the Lokalverband of Baltimore is now 
tnown), Mr. John L. Sebald, Treasurer of the or- 
ganization, outlined the position of the Central 
Verein toward the proposal. Unquestionably so- 
iieties in other cities are also discussing the amend- 
iment,—a statement that would seem to be ade- 
quately substantiated by the figures given at the 
eeginning of this article regarding the number of 
Kecretaries who have, under instructions from their 
astors or presidents, or both, requested copies of 
jour leaflet. 

| Apparently, there is hope that these efforts will 
10t be in vain. The New York World recentty ap- 
broached the Governors of all of the states with 
the question as to the position their respective legis- 
jatures would take towards the proposal, and then 
had men in the various state capitals check: the re- 
bolies of the Governors and analyze the situation on 
their own initiative. The summary of the reports 
submitted to the ]Vorld is to the effect that, scarcely 
more than eight state legislatures may ratify the 
umendment. However, it would not be wise to 
trust to these findings, hypothetical as they are at 
est. The proper thing to do is to do our duty, 
regardless of whether the outlook is favorable to 
bur position or unfavorable.. Such predictions . 
Mave been proven false more than once, and the 
advocates of the amendment are numerous and 
pvell-organized. 


en. Mother M. Petra de N. D., a True Friend 

and Benefactress of the C. V., Passes Away 
After years of severe suffering, which she bore 
with heroic patience and which were not permitted 
to keep her from her wonted activities, the . Ven. 
other M. Petra, former Provincial of the St. 
[Louis Province of the School Sisters de Notre 
(Dame, passed away on the morning of the feast of 
the Immaculate Conception. She died in Sancta 
Maria in Ripa, the Motherhouse and Novitiate of 
the Province, having been at the head of this in- 
bstitution practicaily since its founding more than a 
mquarter of a century ago. She was relieved of her 
duties as Provincial at the last General Election of 
the Congregation, when Sister M. Jolendis suc- 
eeded her in office. 


The Central Verein owes the Notre Dame Sisters 
and the deceased in particular a debt of gratitude 
for the services rendered, for more than nine years, 
yy three members of the Congregation, who labor 
aily in St. Elizabeth Settlement and Day Nursery. 
(Before the Settlement was opened, the request for 
isters was submitted to Mother Petra, who wel- 
‘comed the opportunity to devote the efforts of sev- 
ral Sisters to this charity, although there was no 
A erican precedent for her to adhere to. She said 
at that time, in effect, that she would gladly assign 
‘two Sisters and a candidate to the Settlement. that 
she would arrange for their board and lodging in 
the Convent at SS. Peter and Paul Parish School, 
and that, if conditions warranted, a small stipend 
“might be paid; if this were not feasible, however, 
the Sisters should nevertheless remain and work 


in the Settlement. She promptly assigned the Sis- 
ters, and though several months elapsed before the 
institution could: be opened, she held them available. 
The Sisters were assured at all times of the in- 
terest with which she pursued their efforts and 
those of the Central Bureau in the institution, 
and the Bureau was continuously conscious of this 
interest. Without any ostentatious avowal on her 
part, it was perfectly clear that she wished the 
Settlement well and was deeply concerned with its : 
progress. 


The least that can be done by the members of 
the Central Verein to repay, in part, the debt we 
owe Mother Petra for her kindness and active 
support of the Settlement, is that they heed the clos- 
ing words of the sermon pronounced over her re-- 
mains by the Archbishop of St. Louis, the Most 
Reverend John J. Glennon: “We owe her a monu- 
ment. Priests and parishes, all, from both sides of 
the river, from Canada to New Orleans, should join 
hands in prayer for her, remember her works and 
preserve her spirit.” May she rest in peace! 


The Religious Character of Our .Efforts 


The C. V. strives to raise its efforts above the’ 
level of social gatherings and the pursuit of random. 
aims, however, good in themselves, and to make its 
endeavors fit into that general field of activity called 
Catholic Action. There is unquestionably a religious. 
value attached to such works. 


This thought was stressed in the sermon delivered 
by the Rev. Francis Kunz, pastor of St. Francis 


‘Xavier Church in Rochester, N. Y., at the celebra- | 


tion of the patronal feast of the Men’s and Wom- 
en’s Federations of that city. The feast falling 
on Monday, the delegates attended solemn high 
mass in a body on Sunday morning, December 7. 
Treating of the evident desire of the Federation 
to honor the Immaculate Mother by selecting her 
as their patroness and by celebrating her feast, Fr.’ 
Kunz passed on to the religious significance of 
Catholic lay activity, as engaged in by the organiza-— 
tion. He said in part: 


“I wish to say a word about your work. I have 
watched it and seen the results of what you have done. 
You are trying to honor Mary and her Divine Son by 
making sacrifices to work for the interest of those’ 
things which are dear to the heart of her Divine Son. - 
You study the various questions of the day in the light . 
of Catholic doctrine and try to do your share in guid- 
ing right public opinion. You are deeply interested in 
all that concerns us as Catholics. You are watching 
legislation in the city, in the state and in the nation. 
When something appears that you think should receive 
encouragement, you are prompt to lend your encour- 
agement; when something is done or proposed to be 


* done which merits your condemnation, you boldly and 


fearlessly condemn it.” 


Referring to the losses suffered by the Church in _ 
France, particularly in 1900 and 1905, Fr. Kunz 
attributed them to the lack of an active and organ- | 
ized Catholic laity. The fact that, on the other hand, | 
certain attacks on the Church in America have 
hitherto failed of success, he ascribed to the activi- 
ties of Catholic organizations such as the Men’s ~ 
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and Women’s Federations of his city, and con- 


cluded: 

“May God bless you in your work and may you con- 
tinue in the future as you have in the past to keep 
abreast of the times and keep in close touch with af- 
fairs, so that when dangerous movements start you will 
be ready to combat and defeat them.” 

Pronounced from the pulpit on so solemn an oc- 
casion, the words of Fr. Kunz have greater weight 
than a similar statement made in a business meet- 
ing, perhaps even ex tempore, by some well wisher 
of an organization. Our members should come to 
realize more generally the religious value of Cath- 
olic Action in the cause of the Church. If they do 
so, they will become more eager for the work, more 
ready for sacrifice, and more seriously purposeful 
in the fulfillment of the obligations they have as- 
sumed. 


Central Bureau Endowment Fund 
Total of Contributions Still Below $150,000.00 


Some Excellent Examples of Interest and 
Co-operation 
A gain of $1252.60 was recorded during the 
month of December in the contributions for the 
Central Bureau Endowment Fund, which, however, 
has not yet reached the $150,000 mark, or three- 
fifths of the minimum set. The contributions total 
$149,271.51. ‘The increase is made up of the fol- 
fowing items: 
Societies and individuals in Wisconsin are credited with 
$509.75, almost one-half of the entire gain; Pennsylvania 
has $300.00 to its credit, a contribution from St. Paul’s 
parish in Reading, of which the Rev. Theo. Hammeke is 
pastor; the remaining items are: Missouri, $177.00; Illi- 
nois, $150.00; Kansas, $86.00; the Catholic Women’s Union 
at large, $11.05; New Jersey, $10.80; Ohio, $5.00, and 
California, $3.00. ; c 
The Wisconsin contribution represents collec- 
tions gathered by Secretary Dockendorff during 
‘November and December, the former having been 
received by the Bureau after the first of December. 
The amounts credited to Illinois deserve special 
mention. Of the $150.00 listed, $100.00 is the 
contribution of St. Michael’s parish in Wheaton, 
of which the Rev. F. J. Epstein is pastor. Fr. Ep- 
stein had, some time since, declared that, in spite 
of the debt resting on his parish and urgent de- 
mands of a local character, he would manage to 
raise money for the fund, and this contribution 
is the immediate result. ‘The remaining $50.00 was 

sent in by Rev. Charles Oppenheim, of Raymond, 

and is made up of $25.00 each from the Altar So- 

ciety and the Young Ladies’ Sodality. Father 

Oppenheim, personally, and his parish have been 
_ exceptionally generous towards the fund. Yet the 
_ parish is comparatively small. Moreover, local cir- 

mstances are such that, not so very long since, 
ae Catholic Union of Illinois could have no affilia- | 
in it. The reverend pastor, however, organ- 
Knights of Columbus club in his parish and 
it to affiliate, thus bridging over the exist-. 
Cu ee , ¢ : 
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the fund. ‘The secretary-treasurer of the former, 
in transmitting the $86.00 listed above, reports that 
two of the three societies mentioned in the ac- 
companying letter had now completed their quota. 
The societies in that state have forwarded $1725.25 
to the fund. The Secretary of the Arkansas Staats-, 
verband has been transmitting amounts for the fund: 
almost monthly, the month of December having 
been an exception. ‘The societies in this state have — 
raised $1412.90, and the state officials are confident | 
that they will soon have available the equivalent of © 
$2.50 per member. Some other states have like- 
wise made a good showing, but these two, with a 
small membership, have merited particular mention — 
at this time. 3 


The Endowment Fund has again been brought — 
to the attention of our societies by the president of 
the C. V., Mr. Korz. He says, in his New Year’s 


message: 


“The Central Bureau Endowment Fund must be raised — 
by next fall, so that we may be able, on the occasion of © 
our pilgrimage, to prove to the Holy Father that we 
German-American Catholics are genuinely interested in 
Catholic Action. The Holy See is well informed on our 
activities, and looks upon them with favor. Our Annual ~ 
Reports are transmitted to Rome and are placed in the © 
Archives of the Vatican. With commendable pride we 
would be able to point to the fact that our Bureau had 
been securely foun‘ed and is, therefore, able to advance 
the cause of Catholic Action in a deliberate manner.” 

During this month of January, all the members 
of the C. V., regardless of whether they have 
already contributed to this fund or not, should re- 
solve to do a little something for it, so that the 
goal set by the president of the C. V. may be at- 
tained by the time designated. 


Christmas at St. Elizabeth Settlement 


The Christmas days were days of joy to the 
children attending St. Elizabeth Settlement and 
Day Nursery and their mothers, and likewise to 
those mothers who come under the care of the 
Social Visitor of the Central Bureau in the Mater- 
nity Ward of the City Hospital. The latter re- 
ceived a gift for themselves and their infants on 
Christmas morning, while, on the eve before the 
holyday, forty-six baskets of provisions were given 
to as many families, to whom the Settlement min- 
isters; these baskets of provisions were received 
from the Christmas Festival distribution of a St, 
Louis newspaper, while the Manewal Bakery had, 
in addition, donated 36 loaves of raisin bread. 
These provisions were particularly welcome be- 
cause a number of these families are affected by 
unemployment. — 

The chief Christmas celebration was held on S 
day, December 21, in the Settlement buildin 
large number of the children, their mothers, 
bers of the Catholic Women’s Union and the I 
dies of Laclede, and some few other benefactors 
the institution being in attendan 
rendered a fi soe ‘am 
and drills, re 
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of the Bureau to those who had in any way assisted 
n making the endeavors of the Bureau and the 
Settlement and Day Nursery effective. ‘The chil- 
ren were given each a pair of stockings and a 
supply of oranges, candy and nuts, and a toy. 

A second celebration, in which the children par- 
ticipated, was arranged for Tuesday afternoon, De- 
cember 23, when a group of young ladies, students 
pf the diocesan giris’ high school (Rosati-Kain) 
and several of their teachers (Notre Dame Sisters) 
visited the Settlement and distributed bags of 
candy, dolls dressed by the donors, sewing bags 
they had made, drawing outfits, footballs, games 
ste. This is the first Christmas season that the Sis- 
cers and pupils of Rosati-Kain school have thus 
visited the Settlement, although they have shown 
their interest in the institution on other occasions. 
[fhe expenses of the Settlement celebration proper 
were borne by the Catholic Women’s Union, the 
dies of Laclede, and the donors who responded 
co the Bureau’s appeal for funds for the celebra- 
tion and for the debt liquidation fund, to apply 
against the expenses incurred in making the nec- 
essary alterations in the work and recreation hall, 
the former garage building. 

Response to this appeal has been gratifying. As 
bof December 31, the amount forwarded to the Bu- 
reau, in large part as a result of the circular sent 
to 1175 addresses (a few benefactors had sent in 
contributions on their own initiative) the sum of 
5705.64 was realized, 156 individuals contributing. 

e rooms are now available for occupancy, to the 
reat satisfaction of the Sisters and children alike. 
ne of the rooms has been set aside for the work 
of the sewing club and the Home Mission club of 


the C. W. U. 


“HE MONTH OF DECEMBER AT THE SETTLE- 
MENT AND DAY NURSERY. 


The usual activities of the Settlement and Day Nursery 
pwere by no means suspended on account of the holidays. 
he continued cases number 45 families, with 67 children; 
e new cases, 3 families, with 5 children; closed cases, 1, 
ith 1 child; the active cases, 47 families, with 71 children. 
he average daily attendance was 60. Attendance days 


unches served children attending school, no charge being 
nade in 241 cases. Medicine was furnished for 8 chil- 
hren; 17 children were escorted to the Dental Clinic of 
st. Louis University by a member of the Ladies of Laclede. 
he Social Visitor accompanied 5 persons to a clinic for 
yxamination and treatment. One court case was handled, 
at of a patient in the Maternity Ward of the City Hos- 
1. One family was referred to the St. Vincent de 
aul Conference of SS. Peter and Paul parish, one case 
bo St. Anne’s Maternity Home and one’ to the Children’s 
Mid Society, a quasi-civic agency. 

Employment was obtained for four persons. The So- 
Worker paid 19 visits in the interest of Settlement 
ilies, 4 to the Bureau for conference purposes, and 19 
ehalf of Catholic patients in the Maternity Ward. 
letters were written in connection with case-work. 


Butler; 8 pairs of partly worn shoes and 161 pieces 
g were given to needy individuals. 


nd children in the Nursery numbered 484, with 694. 


pe 


The cases of 16 new patients in the City Hospital Mater- 
nity Ward were handled, two of them being cases of un- 
married mothers. A home was secured for one mother 
and her infant with a Catholic family. One infant’s lay- 
ette, consisting of 34 garments, was provided by members 
of the Ladies of Laclede. One patient, who had neglected 
the sacraments for a period of six years, was prevailed 
upon to go to Confession and to receive Holy Communion. 
Baptism of three infants was arranged for. 

The activities of the Day Nursery and Settle- 
ment, as well as those carried on in connection 
with the cases of Catholic mothers, married and 
unmarried, with whom the Social Visitor comes in- 
to contact, and the problems underlying the majority 
of Settlement and Maternity Ward cases over and 
over again suggest the question: What assistance 
is given needy Catholic families and individuals 
where these activities are not being conducted? 
Inasmuch as the Settlement and Day Nursery does 
not usurp the field of any established charity, and 
at most “interferes” only with the Catholic orph- 
anage (by enabling children, who otherwise would 
have to be sent to an orphanage, to remain with 
the surviving, or remaining, parent), the conclu- 
sion is warranted that we are neglecting many 
problems seriously affecting the lives of numerous 
Catholic poor. The only possible excuse for not 
engaging in such activity would be the assumption 
that other Catholic agencies are devoting their ef- 
orts towards the adjustment of these problems, or 
that the difficulties encountered are peculiar to the 
city of St. Louis, and the immediate locality in which 
the influence of our institution is exerted. Both 
suppositions cannot be substantiated. What, then, 
is the answer? 


Philadelphia District of C. V. Reports to Cardinal 
Dougherty 


Following its custom of submitting an annual re- 
port to His Eminence Denis Cardinal Dougherty, 
Archbishop of Philadelphia, the Volksverein of 
that city has again done this at the end of 1924, 
while extending its felicitations for the new year on 
the same occasion. ‘The report, which is signed 
by the President, Mr. Anthony J. Zeits, idenuties 
the organization as ‘Philadelphia District of the 
Central Society of America.” Reference is made 
to the meetings of the parish groups and those of 
the district organization, and credit is given the 
women’s organizations for “their splendid co-opera- 
tion with the men, especially in matters of relief, 
immigrant welfare and such work.” Regarding 
endeavors in behalf of European relief and the Mis- 
sions, the report says: 

“Tt was our good fortune to collect the sum of $2, 
997.65 to be distributed to Home and Foreign Missions, 
to Bishops in Central Europe for poor priests, nuns and 
institutions. ._ In addition, several entertainments were 
arranged by our members in our headquarters and their 
homes, and the proceeds, amounting to over five hun- 
dred dollars, were given to poor Mission churches in 
the Philadelphia diocese.” 

Regarding the efforts of the organization in the 
interest of Catholic immigrants, the report declares: 

“A great amount of time was given to immigration 
work. With the approbation of Your Eminence this work 


was undertaken by us, and we have had splendid results 


# 


f 
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and success. Regular visits are made to the Immigration 
Station in Gloucester and the spiritual and temporal wel- 
fare of the immigrants looked after. While our mission 
is to care for the needs of immigrants from Central Eu- 
rope, we nevertheless extend our activities to others also. 
We brought cheer to the many held in the station for de- 
portation by giving them a splendid Christmas celebration, 
with a distribution of gifts. 

“The follow-up work, which we consider of greatest 
importance, was ably looked after, and every Central 
European Catholic coming to Philadelphia, of whom we 
could secure a record, has been traced. In this work, a 
‘ spirit of harmonious co-operation exists between the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference representative and 
ourselves. In our Bureau hundreds of cases were handled 
in which employment was secured and temporary relief, 
information and assistance of various kinds given. A 
school for new arrivals is conducted in St. Henry’s parish 
under the direction of the President of the Catholic 
Women’s Union, and it is showing splendid results.” 


Distribution of leaflets of the Central Bureau is 
noted in the report, which also refers, with an ex- 
pression of gratitude, to the presence of His Emi- 
‘nence at the Allentown convention of the Central 
Verein and the Pennsylvania Staatsverband and the 
encouragement offered the delegates. 


Accomplishing Much With Meager Means 


One is sometimes compelled to stop and wonder 
whether the members of the Central Verein realize 
how extremely difficult it is to continue some of the 
Bureau’s activities the while adequate means are 
‘lacking. ‘Thus, to cite but one instance, they have 
been told repeatedly that the Central Verein—in 
this case the Bureau—expends $600.00 annually 
from its regular income for the support of the chap- 
lain of Base Hospital, Fort Sam Houston, near San 
‘Antonio. But no one ever seems to think that this 
sum should be supplied from some special source. 

What his ministrations mean to the patients may 
be inferred from the letter addressed by the Chap- 
lain to the Bureau a few days before Christmas, in 
which he acknowledges receipt of the monthly al- 
lowance, adding: 

“In this work among the poor sick soldiers it is so often 
discouraging to find that so few think of. them.” 

After telling of his plans for the Christmas cele- 
bration for the soldiers, which some few friends 
were assisting him to perfect, and the happy anti- 
cipation of the invalids, he adds: 

“Brigadier General N. N. and his wife are doing all 
they can to assist me. In fact, all the officers and their 
wives will do the same, and so the seed planted a few 
years ago has become already quite a tree, and we will 
go on higher and higher, with your help and the help of 
all the friends of our poor unfortunate sick soldier boys 
who are here far from friends and parents, dying a death 
more cruel than that of those who fell on the battlefield.” 

Father Vermaat concludes with the wish: 

“May the Babe of Bethlehem-bestow His choicest bless- 
ings upon you and the noble Central Bureau—this will be 
‘my prayer in my Christmas Masses.” 

_ How many of our members have shared in the 
works of Father Vermaat? And yet how easily all 
could share, not only in his endeavors but likewise 
in those of others, priests and sisters, who are also 
engaged in labors of love among the sick poor, 


among prisoners and those others whom we are — 


. commanded to include in our charity. 


e aS 


Put the Report of the Allentown Convention to 
Good Use 


Members of the Central Verein should make it a 
point to have the Official Report of the 68th Gen= 
eral Convention of the Central Verein, held in 
Allentown in August last, put to good use. Now 
that several copies have been sent to the Secretary 
of each society, it would be well to request the 
Spiritual Director, or some able lay man, to peruse 
the Report and then, in the next meeting, to speak 
on the contents. : 

The speaker could briefly sketch the transactions 
of the convention and touch on the discussion of 
those topics which are of vital import to the social 
life of America as well as to the cause of religion, 
The chief stress should be laid, however, on the 
set addresses, most of which were truly excellent 
and all of which are timely. Very probably the 
impression would be aroused that after all the Cen= 
tral Verein is quite an important and worth while 
organization, to co-operate with which should be 
a pleasant duty. And along with this impression the 
desire very probably will become active for further 
treatment of the one or the other question dis- 
cussed at the convention. ‘This wish could then be 
fulfilled at a later meeting. All of the addresses 
lend themselves to enlightening talks, while, on the 
other hand, the resolutions provide materiai for in 
teresting discussions. 

By these means some good at least could be 
gained from the printing and distribution of the 
Report, copies of which, unfortunately, are all too 
frequently permitted to lie unheeded in the meet 
ing room. \ 

From the Bureau Workshop 
A Valuable Suggestion ~t 


There are signs of a growing willingness to co- 
operate with the Bureau in the cause of Catholie 
Action. Thus the secretary of one of the Ben 
evolent Societies, associated with the Central 
Verein, requests leaflets for a very valuable pure 
pose. He writes: 

“You are, no doubt, aware that the State Legisla 
ture will convene in a few days, and as this always 
brings a good many strangers to the city, I woulé 
ask you to send me an assortment of variou 
leaflets suitable for our Church Door Rack. A 
the Capitol Building is just across the street from 
the Church, and since a good many people com 
over to look around and to see just what they cat 
see, the thought occurred to me that it might be 


One of the Missionaries’ Needs 

Among the articles it has been found desirable 
furnish Missionaries among the Indians, gold-plat 
wedding rings are not the least important. The r 
son thereof is stated by one of the good fath 
laboring among the Sioux thus: “I like to 
SS 
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em because there is such a beautiful prayer for 
ie bride provided in the ritual and connected with 
i@ ceremony of the ring. It implores God that 
1@ may remain faithful to her bridegroom and 
ay always live in mutual peace and charity. In 
ir own Indian way the man promises besides never 
cast her off. But many couples have no ring! 
hile the ring reminds them of their promise.” 
These Indians are poor, and it is therefore char- 
y should provide for the bride a ring. God knows 
ow much good even one may accomplish in the 
fetime of such a woman. 


Remedying a Neglect of Long Standing 


Former generations of German-American Cath- 
lics in our country must be charged with the sin 
— omission, of having neglected to place in the 
reat libraries of our country books and papers re- 
iting to our people. 

A great number of duplicates of such a nature, 
equired by the Bureau, have been offered to va- 
‘ous public libraries from time to time. Thus it 
ccurred to us that the Library of Congress might 
pt be in possession of a copy of the Jubilee Edi- 
on of the papers, and periodicals, printed in our 
puntry in the German language in 1887, the year 
1 which Leo XIII celebrated the fiftieth anniver- 
ary of his ordination to the priesthood. So a 
uiplicate copy was offered to the Librarian and the 
ender was promptly accepted. Under date of De- 
amber 10th acknowledgment was made and thus 
senceforth anyone, but especially the historian, may 
onsult that interesting volume, dedicated to the 
eat Pope, in the national library at Washington. 


. Noteworthy Contribution to Our Historical 
Library 
_A contribution, meriting special mention, came to 


ne library of the Bureau recently from Schenec- © 


ady, N. Y. During the convention of the Catholic 
ttate League, held in that city in September, 1924, 
ne suggestion was made thatthe Central Bureau 
“2 supplied with copies of press clippings and other 
rinted matter concerning that occasion. 
Mr. Peter J. M. Clute, of Schenectady, under- 
k to carry out the idea and has accomplished his 
“7 in a most creditable manner. He bought a 
vell-bound scrapbook, and into this he inserted not 
nerely all the newspaper clippings, the convention 
hrogram, and other material of this nature, but also 
ne official badge worn by the delegates. Each page 
5 neatly numbered and inscribed in a manner which 
ould do credit to a professional librarian. — There 
tre no less than twenty-four newspaper clippings, 
taining reports of the proceedings, besides the 
omplete program, a descriptive circular of the city, 
card of admission to certain convention fea- 
mes, etc. at } 
“The value of a record of this kind is obvious. 
‘he Bureau would welcome more of the same kind, 
ince such volumes are first-rate historical material 
- which future historians will be grateful. 


The Good Work Must Suffer Because— 


In the report of the Minnesota State Reforma- 
tory for the biennial period, ending June 30th, 1924, 
the Superintendent states that the Society of Gid- 
eons had contributed 250 Bibles to the institution, 
with the promise of 250 more. 

This action on the part of the association named 
should remind our members of the endeavors of 
the Bureau to provide prison chaplains with Cath-, 
olic Bibles, prayerbooks, and other good Catholic 
books. During the past five years, a well selected 
lot of literature went to two federal penitentiaries 
and a number of other prisons, each Christmas and 
Easter. Lack of funds prevented the Bureau from 
adhering to this tradition this year. 

Unfortunately, the appeal to send it well-pre- 
served Catholic books suitable for the inmates of 
such institutions has not found the response it de- 
serves. May we not hope this notice may lead our 
readers to think of this part of our work and to 
send us any books they may be able to spare? 


A Word About the Bureau’s Press Letters 

Writing from Fort Smith, Arkansas, Rev. P. 
Basil Egloff, O. S. B., pastor of St. Boniface 
Church of that city, and Spiritual Advisor of the 
Catholic Women’s Union of the State named, ex- 
presses appreciation of the Press Bulletins, pub- 
lished by the Central Bureau. “They are simply 
splendid,” he says, “offering to both clergy and laity 
excellent material for monthly discourses before’ 
our societies.” 


Self-Sacrificing Leaders Always Necessary 

(Continued from page 338) , 
of her comrades. ‘Then she withdraws into the 
background to undertake quietly the danger and 
humiliation of picket duty or to become a name- 
less sandwich girl selling papers on the street, no 
longer the center of interested attention but the butt 
of the most unspeakable abuse.” 

We are further informed that most of these “girl 
leaders” were among the best paid workers in their 
shops. ‘They had less cause to complain than the 
general mass of the workers. “But it was precisely 
this fact,” says Dr. Levine, “that inspired them. 
It touched their sense of sympathy, and infused 
into the strike the spirit of a great altruism. There 
was a feeling that every one was working for his 
neighbor and that the strong were ‘championing the 
cause of the weak.’ ” 

Now this is exactly what Catholics are supposed 
to do at all times; Leo XIII, in his great Encyclical. 
on Christian Democracy, even declares that they 
who neglect to concern themselves with the condi- 
tions of the poor, sin against themselves and the 
state! But how few Catholics do we find in the 
forefront of those movements which demand an 
unusual amount of sacrifice! Because this is so, 
it is difficult at times even for well meaning non- 
Catholics to concede the claim that the Church is 
always deeply concerned in the welfare of the 
masses. ; 


is 
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Aus dem €. DB. und der C. St. 


Fit. Nev. G. W. Heer, Brot, Ap., Oubuque, Ya. 
BV. Rev. Dr. Gof. Od, Columbus, O. 

Chas. Kvrg, Butler, M.S. 

Rev, Theo. Hammefe, Reading, Ba. 

Rev, Win, Engelen, S. F., Toledo, O. 

Mev. MW. J. Mind, St. Francis, Wis. 

Sofeph Matt, St. Baul, Minn. 

¥. O. Yuenemann, St. Paul, Minn. 

H. B. Dielmann. Gan Untonto, Ter. 

&. BV. Kenfel, St. Louis, Mlo., Leiter der C.2St. 

Die Central-Stelle befindet fich gu St. Loui; alle Anz 
fragen, Briefe, Geldfendungen u. fj. ww., fiir die Central- 
Stelle oder das Central-Blatt and Gocial Vujtice ridjte man 
an 

Central-Stelle de8 Central Vereins 


38835 Wejtminjter PL, St. Louis, Meo. 


C8 muf dem Volfe nod) mehr gum Bewuftfein fommten, 
baft Demotratie Selbjtgudht und Selbjtbeherridung und ge- 
fteigerte3 Verantwortlihlctt3qcfihl bedceuter und daft fie 
nidjt nur Nedjte fondern and) Bflidhten mit fic) bringen muf. 
pad feinem Sinne [chen, ift gemein, der Cole ftrebt nad 
Ordnung wd Gefes.” Dicfer Gedanke mufz wieder Ge- 
meingut de8 Volfes werden. 

Dr. F. Shweyer, meil. bayer. Staats- 
minijter d. Snneren. 


Die Gebetsmeinung des Herz-Yeju-Wpoftolats und 
Die Vereine. 


Die vom Hl. Vater gefegnete GebetSmeinung des 
Herz Seju-Apojtolats fiir Januar geht den Central- 
Verein, wie auch alle ifm angefdloffenen Vereine an. 
Sie betrifft ja eine nach gefunden Grundjagen durch- 
gefiifrte Organifierung aller Vereine wie deren Cin- 
ordnung in das Ganjze. Das alles ijt ja einbegriffen 
in die Right Ordering of Catholic Works, wie die 
an der Spike de8 Apojtolats in unjerem Lande jtehen- 
den Sejutten-Batres die Ueberfchrift der Sntention im 
,Sacred Heart Mejjenger” gejekt haben. Die richtige 
Oronung aller VereinSbejtrebungen mu fic) fowoh! 
in einer nach gejunden Grundfagen durdygefiihrten Or- 
ganijation, al8 aud) durd) die Willfahrigkeit zur Ein- 
ordnung in grogere Verbande und Unterordnung bei- 
der unter die Hoheren Zwecfe und Siele jener grofen 
Gejelljchaft, die wir Kirche nennen, befunden. 

Daher erflart denn auch der von den Frangisfa- 
nern in Cincinnati verdfjentlidte ,,Sendbote des gatt- 
Tichen Sergen8” auf Grund diefer GebetSmeinung, die 
durd) Vereine beforderten Bejtrebungen follen qut or- 
ganijiert jein und eine tiidtige Leitung bejiten, wah- 
rend fie fic) andererjeits in ridtiger Weife im das 
Gange einfligen und den Vorwurf der Salsftarrigfeit 
und de8 Eigenjinns bermetden miiffen. Cin Band foll 
alle Bereinigungen und Werke verbinden, das der 
riftlicen Liebe. Ueber die hohe Bedeutung der Liebe 
gerade fiir da8 Vere nsiwejen fagt jene trefflicje eit- 


der ganzen Fatholifden Welt fiir die ridtige Ordnung 


‘nublos verflingen, wenn die Ratholifen nicht in felbjt 


— Schriftwerfe, die auf die Gefdhicte de8 deutfdh 


| Bratt 


i 


Die GebetSmeinung beweift, weld) hohen Werth die 
Rirdhe in unjerer Zeit auf das fatholijdhe Vereinswejen 
legt, wie das ja auch jcyon aus der Engyflifa Pius XL 
iiber den Hrieden Chrijtt im Reickhe Chrijti hervorgebht. 
Erflart dod) der Papjt gegen Ende diejes Schreibens, 
daB ibm der Gedante an die vielen frommen Vereme 
und ihre Bejtrebungen gur Sorderung der Religion 
gropen Zrojt gewahre. Daraus ergiebt fic) nun aber 
fiir Diefe und deren Mitglieder Die Wflicht, fic) eng an 
die Rirde angzujdlieBen und alle ihre Werfe jo eingue 
ridjten, dak fie dDem-Gangen bdienen. Die eingelnen 
Mitglieder aber miijjen 3u der Ueberzeugung gelangen 
dag fie berufen find durd) Wushau der Vereinigung, 
dDurd Unterftiigung der Huhrer und Criweiterung a 
Wirfungsfreijes eines BVerbandeS, und fodann aud 
Durch ausreichende finangielle Unterjtiikung der VBejtree 
bungen ihrer Vereine, an einem gropen Werfe mitgu 
arbeiten. q 

Die Mitglieder des Central-Bereins jollten fid 
daritber flar jein, daz diefer 3u jeder Beit bejtrebl 
war, fich) in das Ganze einguordnen und mit anderen 
Verbanden Sand in Sand 3u arbeiten, was er durq 
Sugebhbrigfeit 3u der alten Federation und durch jet 
nen Anjhlup an den Mat. Cath. War Council und de 
Nat. Cath. Welfare Conference bewiefen Hat. Zudem 
beweijt er jon, indem er feiner Vhatigfeit qemwi 
Sdhranfen vorzeicnet, daz thm jene Ueberhebung, v 
der Die Ausleger der GebetSmeinung warnen, frenw 
ijt. Siir jene rictige Ordnung de8 VereinSwejen 
dem die Sanuarmeinung deS GebetSapojtolats gew 
met ijt, fann jedoc) auch in unjeren Reihen noch vb 
gefheben. Selbjtverjtandlid) miiffen wir iiberall und 
gu allen Zeiten die Machjtenliebe beobachten und pjle 
gen. Godann gilt eS alles, was die vom Hl. Vater ge 
jeqnete GebetSmeinung befordern will, mit Cifer unt 
Gejchice in die That umgpufeken. Wie viel fann da nod 
gethan werden, in jedem eingelnen Vere'n, in den Ver 
banden und dem Central-Verein felbjt! = 

8 ijt ei qroger und jdiner Gedanfe, diejes Gebe 


z 


der fatholifdhen Bereine! Wher diefe Gebete werden 
Tofem, Heiligem Cifer die quite Meinung, der da8 Fle 
Hen gilt, gu verwirfliden bejtrebt find. Die Mitglie 
der unjerer Bereine jollten daber den fejten Borfa 
fajjen, geftiit auf da8 Gebet fo vieler frommen Gee 
Ten, al8 Manner und Frauen der Chat, jener richtiqe 
Drdnung de Vereinsiwejens pon neuem ihre Mraf 
3u weihen. : . 


7 BWeife Bietat.”’ ; 
, Die feit etwa Bahresfrijt erfdeinende Seitfdyr 
fir Die Katholifen in aller Welt, ,,.Die Getreuen’” Cm 
Veilage: St. Raphael’s Blatt) weift im fedjten Se 
auf da& Bemithen der Central- Stelle hin, a 


ein bon Mmerife 
ern erneut a 


ge 
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nd sugojlavien letnen, damit nicht alles vernichtet 
4rd, was an Beugen deutjden fatholijfcben Lebens 
‘ort bor dem Striege exijtierte.”’ 

: Leider Haben unjere YXufforderungen nicht die ge- 
muinjdten Ergebniffe gegeitiqt. Der Sufall hat Sifters 
‘Ts die Whjicht der Central-Stelle jeltenere Schriften 
ugefubrt. Befonders in den alteren Vandestheilen 
rmijjen nod) viele Druchwerfe und fhriftliche Mitther- 
ungen aus Der Zeit por 1870 vorhanden jein. WMwsebhte 
man jic) dod) die Mtithe geben, der Central-Stelle fiir 
bie ‘Hijtorijde Brbliothef gu fehicfen, was fonjt itber 
ur3 oder Tang der Vernichtung anheimjallen diirjte. 


sm Dienfte einer Hehren Mufqabe. 

Bor Wntritt feiner jiingjten Curoparetje wurde 
Sater Marfert, S. BV. D., Sehriftle ter des _,, Ximeri- 
ranijden Bamilien - Blattes”, bewogen, wabhrend fei- 
ae8 Wufenthaltes in Wejt Gobofen fich an einer Ver- 
mamniung de8 GSudjon County Verbandes de8 Cen- 
val - Verein’ 3u betheiligen. Cr wurde natiirlic 
tufgefordert, eine Wnfprache 3u halten, woriiber er 
amt Yamiar-Heft der genannten Seitidhrijt in feinen 
iteijeer mnerungen berictet. 

Wngenehm fiel ihm auf, dap eS in jehem Ber- 
wande Brauch gu fein jchetnt, bei jolchen Verjammilun- 
gen ettoas fiir die Mtijjionen aujfzubringen. Die bet 
piejer Gelegenheit gejammelte Summe wurde ifm jo- 
cort iibergeben, worauy die Gabe alSbald ihren Weg 
rad} Techny fand, von wo aus fie langjt an cinen 
We jjionar gefchick worden iit. 

Fiir die Mijjionen 3u fammeln, ijt betm Hudjon 
Sounty Verband, einem oder thatigiten im gangen 
Sentral-Verein, wirflicy gum Braud) geworden. Yun 
wat der Central-Verein wiederholt darauf hingetwiejen, 
pa e8 durdaus wiinfdenSwerth fei, regelmabtg im 
Wen Verjammilungen unferer Vere ne und Verbande 
per GlaubenSboten und ibrer Bediirjnijje 3u geden- 
fen. Wie in fo vielen anderen Fallen hat er auch in 
biejem 3umetit tauben Obren gepredigt. Dabei wun- 
pert man fic), wenn Bereine den RrebSgang gelen, 
peren Geamte und Mitglieder iiberhaupt fir gar 
icht3 Snterefje bemeijen alS fiir die nothwendiajten 
Mout neqejdhafte. Cbhrijten der That werden dagegen 
gerade den Mifjionen ihre Siirjorge guwenden wollen; 
ner Nusbreitung be$ Reicjes Gotte3 gu dienen, ijt 
tine fo hefre Wufgabe von fo weitreichenden Folgen 
liir Beit und Er'gfeit, dah jeder wahrhaft fatholifche 
Marn fic) gedrangt fiihlen wird, ifr gu dienen. 


Ind andersiwo da praffen fie! ge 
Xm Bundeszuchthaus zu Leavenworth befinden fich 
sur Beit fiinf Siour-Sndianer alS Gefangene. Dieje 
Saten nun die Sdhwejtern, welde Sonntags mm jener 
jtalt den Religtonsunterrict ertheilen und fatholt- 
e Schriften austheilen, ibnen doc) Gebetbider in 
rer Mutterfpracde bejorgen 3u wollen. 
Die Schweftern wandten ji darauf an die St. 
ranci8 Mijjton in South Dakota und erbielten bon 
ort dte Musfunft, dah da3 in der Siour-Sprache 
jedrudte Gebctbud) vollfommen vergriffen fet und 
nan auc) nicht wilfe, wober die Writtel nebmen fiir 
tne Meu-Wuflage. ; 
Wahrend nun jo der Mangel fic itberall dort gel- 


tend macht, wo die Seelforge in unferem Lande fic 
den wudianern, Merifanern und Negern rwidmet, be- 
anjprudyt adersivo der Lurus Giuimmen, die unend- 
Ic biel jeeltjhe und Letbliche Noth gu Lindern ver- 
modten. Wan fann jich daber jelbjt be Gedantens 
nidt ermebhren, dak e8 vielletcht beffer mare, bor den 
Heiligenbildern feine Nerzen 3u verbrennen, fondern 
daS Opfer alS St. Untonius-Vrot den YXrmen und 
Mijfionaren ungetherlt zu gute fommmen gu ILaffen. 
wit Diejemt Sinne fprach jid) vor Sahren einmal da8 
angejehene ,Oberrheinifde Bajtoral-Blatt” aus. 
Sine Gabe feltener Wrt. 

Gegentiber der fajt brutalen Gleichgitltiafeit ju vie- 
fer Mtitglieder fiir die Veftrebungen der Central-Stelle 
muthet einen die Opfertwilligfeit eingelner geradegu 
riibrend an. 

Diejer Getreuen ciner ijt Sr. Yofeph Mtayner gu 
Wppleton, Wis., der von Beit gu Beit der Central- 
Stelle gedenft umd ibr Gaben fiir verfchiedDene Swecte 
gujchictt. Cin Brief vom 16. Dezember enthtelt 
$10.00. Davon twaren bejfttmmt $5.00 fiir die Mttj- 
lionen, $3.00 fiir unfern ,,Qeconftruction Gund” und 
$2.00 fiir die Central-Stelle. 

Herr Mayer ijt einer der ganz wenigen Mitglieder 
unjeres Verein, die mefrmals tm Sabre unaujgefor- 
dert einen Beitrag fiir den genannten Fonds jchicfen, 
aus dent fotooh! der Kaplan im Fort Gam Houjton 
befoldet al8 auch die Wusgaben fiir die an die Gefang- 
niffe gefdhtcten Wndachtsgegen|tande und Viicher be- 
ftritten werden. Bon den 125,000 Mitgliedern des 
Central-Bereins find bisher etwa vier oder fiinf auf 
den Gedanfen gefommen, fiir diefen Smeck der Cen- 
tral-Stelle eine Gabe 3ufommen gu lajjen. Und dod) 
follte man glauben, dak der meift unerfiillbare 
RWiunjdh, dte Rranfen und Gefangenen gu befucjen, 
feinen Wusdruck in einer Gabe fiir den genannten 
Fonds finden wwitrde. 


Nenjahrshot{dhaft des Prafidenten des C. VB. 

Die Nenjahrsbotidaft, die Prajident Norg an alle 
dem C. B. angefdlofjenen Bereine gericjtet Hat, ent- 
Halt cine Nethe widjtiger Mitthetlungen und Wnre- 
gungen. Gr begriipt darin den Umjtand, daf {ich ein 
regerer Gedanfenaustaujd awifden den Veamten der 
Staatsverbande und der Unterverbande einerfetts und 
dem Brafidenten de3 C. V. anderfetts entwicelt habe 
in jiingfter Beit, und empfiehlt darauf enen ausge- 
dehnteren jcjriftlicjen Verfehr gwifden den Seamten 
der eingelnen Verbande und die gegenfeitige Mtitthei- 
tung von Grfahrungen und Wnregungen. 

Sr, Korg giebt fodann befannt, dah die General- 
perjammlung de8 Sabres 1925 in Cleveland \tatt- 
finden werde, wo 1908 die Griindung der Central- 
Stelle bejdhloffer wurde, und mahnt gur Durdhfith- 
rung de8 StiftungSfonds. Zum Sdluh we jt das 
Sehreiben auf die geplante Pilgerfabrt des C. BV. 
i. &. 1926 nach Rom Hin, und erjucdt moglichjt eifrig 
fiir ba8 Gelingen de3 Unternehmens gu agitierem. 
Muh erinnert Sr. Morg Veamte und Mitglieder 
daran, wie wiinfdensmwerth es fet, dab die ©. V. PL 
ger dem Of. Vater den Whjcluy der Sammlung: 3u 
berichten berntogen. 
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Diefe Votfehaft de8 Prajidenten follte in den Ver- 
einSverjammiungen forgfaltig verlefen und erdrtert 
werden. Ge enthalt vieles, da8 ermuthigend wirft; 
fie labt jedoch) auc) die Rritif gu threm Recht gelan- 
gen. Cines bejtatigt fie iiber jeden B8we fel, — 
dafB der ©. BV. in den legten Sahren an Cinflugk und 
Bedeutung gewonnen hat und dak damit ein neuer 
Wntrieb gu etfrigerer Ntitarbeit qeqeben ijt. 


nit Den Stiftungsfonds fiir das Jahr 1925,” 

Wn 2. Legember begahlte Rev. Louts Kaluga, 
Kaplan de8 Herg Sefu Hofpitals 3u Eau Claire, wWis- 
conjin, fein Xbonnement auf da$ Central-Blatt fitr 
ein ahr im doraus. Cr legte jedod noc) $3.00 auf 
das Whonnement3geld, mit der BVemerfung: ,jiir den 
Wentral - Stelle - Stiftungsfonds fitrs Jahr 1925.“ 
Zum Schuge fiigt er noc) hingu: ,Gott jeqne und 
{chitge Den Central-Verein!” 

Das hat ein Pr'ejter gethan, mahrend fo viele 
Laien feit vier Sahren fich um die Pflicht, $8.00 gunr 
Houds beigutragen, auf geradezu uniwitrdtge Werje 
herumdriicen. Ronnen die Beamten der Staatsver- 
bande und der Cingelvereine denn gar fetne Mitte! 
und Wege finden, folde Dichauter dazu zu bewegen, 
da8 jo geringe Opfer gu bringen! 


GErjrenlicher Beweis frijder Lebensfraft. 

Sider Herg Seju Gemeinde 3u Marjhfield, Wis., 
bejtand bisher ein Verein, der alS Zweig Yo. 1 des 
St. Sojeph Vereins an der St. Johannes Gemeinde 
befannt war. Ditefer Brweig-Verein hat fic) nun 
felbjtandig gemacht und jich dem Staatsverband direft 
angejchlojjen. Cr nennt fic) St. Subertus Rranfen- 
Unterjtiikungs - Verein, gum Wndenfen an den erjten, 
berhalinismapig jung berjtorbenen farrer der Serg 
weju Gemeinde, Rev. Hubert Stehling. Der hoch. 
H. YB. Toeller ijt Geiftlicher Berather des Vere'ns, 
Hr. Sohn HK. Ejjer, Prafident, Wnt. Martin, Sefretar 
und Schakmerjter. 

De Stadt, in der diefer neue Verein erblitht ijt, 
beherbergte bor mehreren Sahren die fehr erfolqreich 
berlaufene Generalverfammlung de8 Staat8verband3 
Wisconfin; Marjhfield ijt ferner da8 Centrum eines 
eifrig thatigen Dijtriftsverbandes. GSicherlich hat, 
neben der Snitiative Cingelner, da8 Mitw'rfen tm 
Staats- und Diftrifts-Verbande einen giinjtiqen Gin- 
fluB ausgeitbt auf da8 bi8herige Wachsthum des Ver- 
ein8. Der fofortige Cintritt in den StaatSverband 
diirfte deS tweiteren beweijen, dafs man defen Geijt 
de Bujammenarbeitens pfleqen will, 


Weifte Raben. 

Seit fiinfzehn Babhren erhalt der Sefretir jedes 
“dem ©. B. angejdlojjenen Vereins auf Kojten des BVer- 
bands ein Exemplar de3 Central - Vlattes zugefandt. 
Nun Hat gum erften Male einer diejer Veamten dafiir 
ein Wort der Anerfennung gefunden. C8 ijt d'03 
Serr GP. VT. Brodel, Sekretar de3 Sterbe- und 
RKranfenvereins gn Engelberg in Arfanjas. Er 
fiigte fenem Gefuc) um Zujendung von Slugiddhrif- 
ten folgenden Gag bingu: 


“T also wish to express my thanks and appreciation 
for the Central Blatt and Social Justice.” 


>» 


Man fieht, dte meiBen Raben mebhren fich! Das 
beweijt auch da8 Gehreiben deS Herrn Gregor Se 
linger, von Rew England, M. Dak. Er theilt 
der ©.-St. namlich mit, dak da8 Exremplar des Cens 
tralblatte3, da8 bisher an ihn gejandt worden war 
als Gefretar de8 St. Pius Vereins, nun an Herrn 
Sebajtian Frank, jeinen Nachfolger, adrejjiert werden 
moge. 

Wich das ijt eine Hilfe, fiir d'e wir danfbar find. 
E38 fommt nur 3u oft vor, dak der aus dem inte gee 
jchiedene Gefretar Wtonate, und in mancden Fallen 
iiber ein Sabr lang, nicht nur da8 Breieremplar des 
Central-Blattes annimmt und jetnem Macdhfolger pore 
enthalt, jondern noch obendrein alle andern Bujdhrife 
ten de8 C.-Y. und der C.-St., die an ihn gelangen. 
Wie jhadlich das fiir eine Bewegung wie de unjere 
ijt, liegt auf der Hand. Bn manden Ballen liegt 
diejer Handlungsiweije wohl nur Nachlajfigfeit 3u 
Grunde; ofter$ aber merft man, dagR der abgedanfte 
den neuermablten Beamten Druchaden und Sudjrifte 
jtiicfe borguenthalten. 


Tod deS hochwit. H. J. Wlerding, Bijdofs von 
ot. Wayne, 

Wn 29. Novemtber jtarhb im St. Yofeph-Gojpital 
gu sort Wayne der hochwjt. Hermann Yojeph Wler= 
Ding, Vijdof von Fort Wayne, im Wlter von 79 Yah= 
ren, infolge bon BVerlekungen, die er am Danfjagungss 
tage bet einem YWutomobilunfall erlitten hatte. Die 
Beifekung erfolgte am 4. Dezenrber. 

Die Delegaten zur Generalverfammlung de3 C. VB. 
die t. 9. 1921 in jeiner Bijdhofsitadt abgehalten wurde, 
werden fic) deS greijen Bijdojs erinnern, der fic) am 
Erdtinungstage an den firdlichen Seierlichfeiten be - 
thetligte. Die Mitglieder de3 StaatSverbande3 Qndie- 
ana fennen ifn von mefreren Generalverfammlungen | 
ifrer Vereinigung Her. Sein Sntereffe fiir die Sade 
de8 ©. BV. und der C. St. bezeugt ein Beitrag von 
$100.00 gum ©. St. Stiftunasfonds und da8 Begleit. 
fhreiben bom 20. Marz 1922, in dem er erflarte: — 


“My heartfelt approval and best wishes for success: 
go with your efforts that the Central Verein may secure 
an Endowment Fund adequate for the perpetuation of — 
its most praiseworthy undertakings. This Endowment 
Fund, to my mind, is absolutely necessary for the suc- 
cessful continuation of the wonderful work of your 
grand League, the old Central Verein. 


“The enclosed mite is not at all what I would wish 
to be able to contribute to the Central Bureau Founda= | 
tion Fund.” 


VijchoF Werding war nach den Wngaben de3 ,,Wimerican 
Catholic Who's Who” am 13. April 1846 au Newport 
Rentuch (oon eben aus Weftfalen eingetwanderten Elterw 
geboren. Die Pfarrfchule befuchte er in feinem Geburtsort 
dann begog er da8 College in Bardstown, da3 Didgefan 
College Rpt und jpdter das College und Semina 
gu S. Meinrad, Ynd., wo er am 22. September 1868. fi 
die Didgeje Vincennes gum Priefter getweiht wurde. De 
Reihe nach twirte er in Terre Haute und Mtfftons{tatione: 
Cambridge City und Miffionen, amd Yndianapoli3, two 
Die St. Sojeph- Gemeinde qriindete und al3 Bfarrer be 
wwaltete bts gu feiner Griwahlung gum Vifdjof, die am 3 
Migujt 1900 erfolgte. Die Nonfefration fand am 30 N 
bember desfelben Yahres ftatt. Migr. Wlerding hat f 
aud als Schriftfteller a ex berfakte die Chroni 
rrhe Diocefe of Vincennes” (1883), ,,The Diocefe of Fo 
Wayne” (1907) und mehrere Brofdiiren, u. a. / lymor 
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Protofoll der 63. Generelverfammiung des C 
erjdjienen. 

Das Protofoll der bedeutungsvollen Wentowner 
Seneralverjamimlung deS ©. B., der GS. in der Rei- 
enfolge folder Tagungen, bietet in je nen 124 eng: 
edrudten Seiten ene Siille von Material, das jo 
Ohl itber VBejtrebungen der deutichamerifanijcden 
‘atholifen tie aud) iiber Sragen ausgefproden fo- 
taler Matur Wusfunft ertherlt. Es iit jlingjt aus 
er Drucerei de3 Wanderer” in St. Paul hervor- 
egangen., 


ne 
%. 


+ 


Wuper den Berichten ither VBerathungen und Ver- 
andlungen de8 ©. B., de8 Frauenbundes und der 
iinglingSvereine, enthalt da8 Brotofoll den ert der 
teferate. Lak jie werthvolle Quellen fiir da8 Stu- 
tum der erdrterten Sragen b Iden, dafiir bitrgen die 
tamen der Neferenten wie auch) da8 Urtheil jener, 
ie ifnen in Allentown qelauicht haben. C8 ware 
Jade, wenn diefeS Material in den Vereinen nicjt 
Sermwendung finden wwiirde. 


Aus den Diftriftsverbanden. 
Erfreuliderme je hat eine Anzahl Dijtriftsver- 
nde die Erodrterung des , Child Labor Wmendment” 
a ibren Verjammiungen auf die Tagesordnurig ge- 
elit. Las verhinderte jedoch nicht, dak auch anderen 

tagen Beriidficdtigung gewahrt worden ijt. 


rache erregte die Mittheilung, dap der Schulfuperintendent 
f Sicbt Iinneapolis nur jolcde Lehrer und Lehrerinnen 
t den Sffentligen Echulen anjtelle, Die ihre Wusbildung 
urdivegs in offentlicden Schulen erpalten haben. Die Ver- 
ammiung nam einen gegen Dieje Handlungsiweije gertch- 
sten Protejtbejdlug an, und ernannte einen Ausjehup, der 
in eine zur Verdffentlicung geeignete Form bringen 
De3 jweiteren erorterte man einge end da3 Gefuch 


ihuncen der Vereinigung gu unterjtirgen. Man brachte 
ich oe Ausfirhrungen de3 hochw. Yoferh Kreuter, O. S. B. 
: poe der fath. Prefje lebhajtes Snterz 
n der Dezemberverjammlung Des Lor 
Hort aed ee er aperly 
n cn. . Sehirp unterbreitete Empfehlung, way? 
r Be wane 5 if _fiir die Mitglieder 
> Verbande3 gu peranjtalten, gutgebeipen, und ein us 
Ge, To 


dem die Erhshung der Gebhalter der Poftangeftellten befitr- 
twortet wird. Die Frage der WAnjtelling eines Vertreter3 des 
Verbandes tm Ciniwanderungsbureau auf Cli3 Y3land fam, 
wie bereits bei friiferen Gelegenheiten, twiederum gur 
Sprache. Wnjcheinend ijt man der Lofung nicht naher ge- 
fommen. Der Verband beging am 14. Degember fein Paz 
tronsfejt in Der Kodnigin der Engel-Kirdhe, mit Vejper und 
Predigt, die der Hochiv. P. Or. Sofeph AW3muth, S. ., bon 
der Fordham Univerjitat, Htelt. Die Mitglieder des Frauenz 
bundes betheiligten jt) mit den Mannern an der Feter. — 
Wie im der Ouartalverfammlung des Wllegheny 
County Berbande3 de3 Staat3verbande3 Pennfylvania, 
Die am 21. Dezember in der St. Peter3 Halle gu Pitts = 
burg fiattfand, befannt gemacht wurde, hat der Verband 
Iwahrend des Kahres 1924 $1000 fiir den C. St. GStifz 
tungsfond3 gejammelt. Un Ddiefe Tatface anfnitpfend, 
empfahl Prajident Frank Stifter in feiner Yahresbot{chaft 
Die Yorderung der Sammlung i. Y. 1925. Staatsverbands- 
prafident John C. Loibl befiirwortete ebenfalls den Vetrieb 
einer eifrigeren Cammelthatigfeit. Yn diefer Gibung wurde, 
nie in Den Verfammlungen anderer Verbande, das vorgez 
{ehlagene ,,Child Labor Wmendement’” erdrtert, nachdem der 
Vorfikende deS Legizlaturfomitees, Hr. L. Boehm, mit 
einem Vortrag die Disfiuffion ersffnet hatte. Rev. P. Wn32 
gar, ©. Mt. Cap , wurde als Geiftlicher Berather gemahlt, 
al3 Nachfolger des hochtw. Bohn Niehaus, €C. SS. R., der 
fett flinf Yahren fich etfrig um den Verband bemiiht hat, fich 
nun jedoch gegtwungen fieht, auf das mt des Gerjtlicen 
Berathers gu vergichten. PBrotettor des Verbande3 ijt der 
hochtwit. H. 3. Gobel, Prajident Hr. %. Stifter. — Cin berz 
haltnizmapig neues Thema behandelte bor vem St. Vo viz 
fer DiftriftsbverbandD in feiner Degemberberjamm- 
ling der hochtv. G. &. Gildner, Pfarrer in Claryville, Peo. 
Gr referierte namlich iiber die religivfen Ferienjchulen, die 
im Gommer 1924 auf_dem Lande, in der Crgdidogeje St 
LouiZ, an mehreren Stellen abgehalten tourden; Hr. Y. 
Grocdland, SHilfsdtreftor der C. GSt., Hielt einen WBortrag 
liber das ,,Child Labor Wmendment.” 

Ym Lofalverband Brooflyn it man_be- 
{trebt, die néthigen Gelder aufgubringen fiir die diesjahrige 
Generalverfammlung de3 Staatsverbandes, die in jener 
Stadt abgehalten werden twird. Wie in dem jiingjt erjdjie- 
nenen Oefte de3 Verbandzorgan3, ,Our Melyenger,” mit- 
getheilt wird, waren bis gum 1. Yanuar $515.00 fitr diefen 
Owed ecingelaufen. Cin Verein tft in der Lijte mit einer 
Gabe pon $50.00 vertreten; die gripten Beitrage Leijteten 
Gingelne: fo Hr. John Rothlein $250, Rev. Geo. Mebger 
$100 und Hr. Bal. Henigin $50.00. 

Diefer Verband beging am 7. Degember fein Patrons- 
feft in feterlicher Weije. Meehrere ES inbert Manner und 
Siinglinge nahfmen an dem Umguge und dem Gottesdienjt 
theil; die firchliche Feter — Vefper und Predigt — fand in 
der Of. Dreifaltigheit-Rirde ftatt. Rev. G. Megwger hHielt 
Die SFeftpredigt; Mitglieder ded fath. Wannercjors bon 
Brootlyn fangen die Befper. -— Die Lofalfoderation Ro = 
efter beging ebenfalls ihr Ratronsfejt, das Fejt der Un- 
beflecten Gmpfangnif, am 7. Qegember mit einer tircdliden 
Reier in der St. Frang Xaver Kirche. Auch hier betherligten 
jie) Die Mitglieder de3 Freuenbundes. Die Predigt Hielt Der 
hoch. F. Kung, Pfarrer der Gemeinde. Diejer Verband, 
der eine Debatte iiber daz Kinderarbeits-°mendement ver- 
anjtaltete, betretbt etne energifde Wgitation fir defjen Mbz 
[ehnung durch die Legislatur. — Den. Hauptgegenjtand der 
in der Degemberverjammlung de3 Diftriftsverban= 
des Chicago gepflogenen BVerhandlungen bildete der 
StiftungSfonds der C. St. Yn der STUNG, Die am 3. des 
Monats in der St. Frangisfus bon Affifi Halle ftattfand, 
prangten der Geiftltche Berather, Reb. ©. Cpjtein, und raz 
fident Nic. Kuetfeh darauf, daw die Mitglieder de3 Verban- 
be3 die Bfarrer der 32 deutfdjen Gemeinden, fotvie die 
PRereine gu betvegen verfucjen follen, befondere Anjtrengun- 
gen gu macen, innerhalb der nadjjten Drei Wonate die 
$10,000, die an dem Chicagoer Antheil bon $15,000 feblen, 


aufaubringen. 


So wirfen diefe und andere Verbande jtetig and 
beharrlidy, jeder auf feine We fe, fiir die eine grope 
Sache, die Gorderung der Fath. Wftion.  Sicherlia) 
jollte e8 nicht fchwer fallen, gerade mit dem Hinweis 


auf die Xhatigfert der Diftriftsverbande, Mitglieder — 


fiir be Vereine felbjt gu gewinnen, und auperdem bei- 
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tragende Mtitglieder fiir die Dijtrifts- oder Lofal- 
perbande, 
Uus den Hreijen des Frauenbunces. 


Da8 an die Veamtinnen und Mitglieder des 
Srauenbundes der Ver. Staaten gericjtete Mund- 
jejreiben, welches der Geijtliche Berather des Bundes, 
Rev. W. Mayer, furgz vor Weihnachten erliek, legt den 
im Bunde gujammengejcloffenen Srauen vor allem 
drei Wufgaben an’8 Herz: fie jollen fich der Verbrer- 
tung de8 Bulletin” annehimen, das mum von der 
Centraljtelle herausgeqeben wird; fie jollen fich fer- 
ner der Unterjtiigung der ©. St. und der Yorderung 
de8 Stiftungs-onds widmen, und, endlich, auf dent 
Geb ete des offentlicen Lebens, cine wirfjame Mgita- 
tion gegen da8 vorgejlagene 20. Antendement zur 
Bundesverfajjung betreiben, 


Siderlic) werden die Srauenvereine auf dieje Wn- 
requngen eingeben. Wnders als jo viele Manner- 
vereine, die fajt nur die vorgejdjriebenen Bflichten m 
Bezug auf de RKranfen = Unterjtiigung oder Lebens- 
verjicerung erfiillen, dcriiber hinausS aber faum fiir 
irgend eine andere Wufgabe 3u haben find, pflegen 


recht biele Srauenveretne die Caritas in der einen oder. 


anderen Gejtalt. GHier ijt e$ die Bahnhofsmijjion, 
dort die itrjorge fiir arbettende Madden 1nd 
Srauen, ander8wo die Forderung der Laien-Exrersi- 
tien, die Unterweifung von Cinwanderern in der Qan- 
desfprade, die Unterjtiitgung bejonderer caritativen 
Wnjtalten (wie die Vereine in St. Louis das St. Eli- 
jabeth Settlement unterjtiigen), oder aber die Hsrbde- 
rung de3 MijjionSwerfes im eigenen Lande oder in 
den Seidenlandern. Sier und dort wird aud nod 
fiir da8 europaijdhe H Tj8werk gefammelt. 


Wo jo gearbeitet wird, find aud die Wusjidten 
auf eine Erweiterung der Thatiqfeit und Wusdehnung 
deS Vnterefjenfreijes giinftig. Gomit darf man fic 
der Hoffnung Hingeben, dah folte Mufforderungen 
rote jene de Geiftlichen Berather$ Gebhsr finden wer- 
den. Das fann und foll geidehen ohne Benachtheili- 
gung der Leijtungen der Mitglieder fiir die etaene 
Gemeinde und die in nadhfter Nabe der Vojung har- 


renden MWufgaben. 
* * * 


Der Frauenbund Ouincy, VL, in deffen Wuftrag 
eine Wohlfahrtspflegerin in der Stadt thatig ijt, befehloR in 
a Sejenbeverjammting, ein Gejchenf an den ©. Gt. 

Tytungs 
das St. Elifabeth Settlement des C. BV. und einer Weihz 
nacdht3fpende fiir da8 St. yet Heim in Quincy. — Die 
rauen-Union der Stadt iladelphia betherliqt fic 
gur Zeit mit Dem Volfsverein fener Stadt an den Vorbereiz 
tungen fiir ein Wobhlthatigteitsfeft, erilen Ertragq der bon 
Diejen beiden Verbanden betriebenen Cintwandererfiirforge 
bie eames werden foll. — Der Frauenbind der Stadt 

tooflhn hat durdh eine im November abgehaltene Un-z 
terhaltung $539.00 aufgebracht,elde Gumme gur Berz 
theilung unter den Wrmen und an bediirftige Wnftalten bez 
ftimmt tourde. Wuferdem veranjtalten cingelne Sweigner- 
eine fleine Gammlungen, die der Konventionsfaffe sugetvenz 
det twerden follen; Brooflyn wird namlic) 1925 die Staat3- 
berbandsfonvention beherbergen, und Mannerz und Frauen- 
bereine theilen fitch in die Borfehrungen dafiir. — Der 
Frauenbund Stadt New York nahm in feiner Sepz 
tember-Verjammlung die Gumme von $290.00 entgegen als 
. feinen Wntheil an dem Ertrag des BolfSsfeftes, das er ge- 


meinfdaftlich mit dem Lofalverband veranftaltet hatte, und 


Ne 


onds gu entrichten, nebjt einer weiteren Gabe fiir’ 


twwendete $200.00 davon dem Fonds fiir das gu errichtende 
Arbeiterinnenheim gu; in der am 30. Oftober abgehaltenen 
Sibung wurde berichtet, da} cin Bagar, der im felben Moz 
nat ftattgefunden hatte, einen Gelvinn bon annabernd $900 
ergeben habe; am 7. Dezember veranftaltete der Frauenbund 
wiederum eine Unterhaltung, die mebrere Hundert Dollars 
abtwarf. Die Vereinigung bedenft, neben den eigenen Une 
ternehmungen, gewohnlicy das europaijde Hilfstwert, die 
Miffionen und die etne oder andere Wobhlthatighettsanjtalk 
der Stadt Netw Yorf. — Dte Gewahrung einer Weihnadhtse 
gabe an das Heim der Schivejtern gum Guten Hirten im 
Milwaufee befchloR die am 14. Dezember abgebhaltene Vere 
fammiung De3 Sungfrauenz Pweiges de} Frauenz 
bundeS WMilwaufee. Den Vereinsmitgliedern wurde 
empfohlen, gute Biicher als Weihnacdhtsgejdhente gu beriwens 
den. Die Verjammlung wurde in der St. Frederics-Gee 
meinde 3u Cudahy abgehalten, unter Betheiligung von 195 
jungen Damen aus jieben Gemeinden. Den Vortrag, wher 
gute Frauen unferer Tage, hielt der hochw. J. Herbjt, Pia 
rer Der Gemeinde in Cudahy. — Bn der am erjten Fretta 
im Dezember in der St. Wgatha-Gemeinde ftattgefundene 
Verfammhing betwilligte der Frauenbund 

Louis $25.00 fir die Weihnachtsfeier im St. Clijabet 
Cettlement und fweitere $10.00 fitr ein anderes caritative 
Unternehmen. Die bon Biwetgveretnen in diefer Verjamn 
lung abgelieferten Gaben fiir daS Gettlement beliefen fi 
auf $6.50; fiir den Getilement Gchuldentilqungsfonds fa 
men $5.00 ein. 


eT 


21's3 Len. 
Der Kath. Gejellenverein bon Brooflya 
hat fich nun in gefeblicher Weije al3 gefchlofjene Norporatio 
einjefretben lafjen. Unter den Qnforporatoren jind: Mew. 
Geo. Mebkger, Prajes des Verein’, Hr. Wdam Galm, Chrer 
Prafident des Brooflpner Lofalverbande3, NYohn Roethlein, 
Krajident des Verbandes, FY. Giel, Rrafident de3 Kath 
Mannerhors, Leo. Gabel, Vige-Prajident diefes Chores, 
Ite Geet 4 


Der Vorjtand de38 Staatsverbande3s Minne 
fota gtebt fich, wie der im ,,BVereinsboten” verdffentlicht 
Bericht uber die jimgft abgehaltene Verjammlung der Gre: 
futibe meldet, der Hoffnung hin, ,,daB bid gur nachjter 
Sahresverfammlung wenigitens alle der Unterftiibungs- 
jelljhaft angegliederten Frauen-Vereine dem Frauenb 
fich angefchloffen haben twerden. Bon neuem tourde in eI 
Sibung betont, day alle fatholifden Frauenvereine gun 
Vertritt herglich eingeladen find.” 


. ’ aS 

Wie’ gemacht werden fann — namlic&h da3 Werber 
neuer Bereinsmitglieder — erbellt aus dem Borgeher 
mehrerer Herren in Leavenworth in Minne 
jota. Dort hatte der St. Yofephs = Verein fein 
Vahresperfammlung an einem Sonntag abgehalten. 
der Verfammling wurde cine Rundfahrt unter den 
meindemitgliedern unternommen, twobei mehrere neue 
glieder getwonnen twurden. Wbend3 war eine Unterhaltun 
gu der die neuen Mitglieder eingeladen wurden. Der Ve 
ein 2ablt 74 Mitglieder, von denen 56 der Verfidherung 


gefelljdaft angehsren. 
Der hochivft. J. B. Morris, BifdoF von Little Rog, t 
iingft von ml Homreije utidgeteot ift, benache } 
odin, Se Sofeph he vib 5 etm, pees Der St. 
Jemeinde gut Pocahontas, der Gl. Vater habe ihn 
papftlichen Hauspralaten ernannt. Rev. proce 
bon bier Priejtern der Didgefe Little Rod, denen B 
Morri3 nun dtefe Chrung auswirtte. Er fteht in ha 
Briefivechfel mit der C. St. und hat erft unlanait ¢ 
iene ea ee betr. Dijtriftsverbandes des Staat3ve: 
tfanfas in feiner Gemeinde beherbergt. Sa 


Xn New Ulm, Minn., begi 8. it 
Beene in fetertisher cay Ses iene is 
3-hHodhwm. Robert SGli i 
Dreifaltigfett-Gemeinde, KNommif 
ee eee 
erjre Rag tar 
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